
 
 

 

The Chairman`s Report 
on the 

2020/21 Parish Council year 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Craig Bailey JP 
 Chairman of the Council 

 
 
 
 

April 2021 
 

 
 

 
 

 



1.0 Introduction 
 

Due to the ongoing pandemic and coronavirus restrictions, once again the Chairman’s 
Report will be presented in written form rather than being presented at the Annual Parish 
meeting this year. This report will provide an overview to residents of the Council’s work 
over the past twelve months. 
 
I wish to thank all members of the Council for giving their time to Parish matters over the 
last twelve months. From attending meetings to completing tasks in the community our 
work is varied but I am sure they will all agree fulfilling. Thank you members for all that you 
do for Willaston. I also wish to thank the Vice-Chairman for his continued support 
throughout the past year and also the Clerk for his commitment to the Council.   
 
From March to June 2020 ordinary meetings of the Council were cancelled under The Local 
Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and 
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020. From July 2020 
the Council has been meeting virtually with business being transacted effectively. Physical 
meetings are likely to recommence in the coming months.  

 
 
2.0 Make up of the Parish Council 
 

We end this year of the Council with a full complement of 12 members. Nicola Cooper 
resigned from the Council in May 2020 which created a vacancy which was filled by Dr 
Rubina Greenwood who was co-opted in January 2021. 
 
 

3.0 Neighbourhood Plan 
 

The Neighbourhood Plan continues to inform local planning decisions and has played its 
part in the refusal of some speculative applications. 
 

 
4.0 Planning 
 

The number of planning applications within the village has increased on the previous year 
to 23 applications within the last 12 months, compared with 16 in the previous year.  There 
have been no new applications for large scale developments during the year.  
Works on the Moorfields and Cheerbrook Gardens developments are coming into their 
final stages with completion anticipated in 2022.  The Moorfields development continues 
to be closely monitored for issues which impact residents. Further representations have 
been agreed to be made to the site manager to address the daily high volume of delivery 
vehicles accessing the development.  
 



To note that during 2020 the Moorfields development applied to amend their application 
to increase the number of plots within the site. This was objected to by the Council and 
many residents as it was in contradiction of the conditions set when the appeal was upheld 
by the Supreme Court. 
 
 

5.0 Traffic Management 
 

Speeding remains a key concern within certain areas of the village and this continues to be 
monitored by the PCSO. 

 
 
6.0 Local Police 
 

PC Tim Clark continues to have responsibility for Willaston assisted by PCSO Sophie 
Bowman. The Council continues to work closely with the police who have provided 
valuable assistance in dealing with some issues of anti-social behavior at the playing field 
and around the village. The Policing team have also put resources into clamping down on 
the use of illegal powered scooters on highways within the village.  
 
PCSO Bowman was on leave from October 2020 to February 2021. Other local officers 
supported the area. It is great to now have PCSO Bowman back in Willaston and forging 
those close links with the community.  
 
Cllr Todd continues to attend and represent the Council at the Wybunbury Police Cluster 
meetings.  
 
 

7.0 Littering & Dog Fouling 
 

2020 saw an increase in littering and dog fouling around the village. This issue causes much 
frustration to residents which is conveyed to the council directly as well as indirectly via 
social media. 
 
Daily litter picks are conducted by members as well as from residents which are part of a 
local litter action group. 
 
A litter campaign was introduced in the Playing Field in Summer 2020. 
 
To tackle the dog fouling issue a campaign was launched in April 2021, this included 
posters around the village as well as the introduction of dog waste bag dispensers in key 
locations. The effectiveness of this campaign will be monitored over the coming months.  

  
 
 



8.0 Willaston in Bloom 
 

Willaston was successful in achieving a Gold Award for the fourth consecutive year in the 
2019 North West in Bloom Competition. Unfortunately, the 2020 Competition was 
cancelled due to the Covid-19 pandemic. It was decided that in such unpredictable times 
that planting around the village would be kept to a minimum. Mike Heywood Green as well 
as 2 planters in key positions featured a summer planting scheme which was well received 
by residents.  
 
Several planters around the village were adopted by residents which was much 
appreciated and helped to bring some colour and interest to those areas. 
During 2020 no community volunteers were utilised due to the pandemic to minimise risks. 
It is hoped that community volunteers can be involved in projects once social distancing 
requirements have come to an end.  
 
The 2021 campaign will see a return to the usual level of planting around the village.  
The Willaston in Bloom campaign has a positive impact on the village in terms of its sense 
of community, aesthetic appeal, and contribution to the environment.  

 
 
9.0 Lettie Spencer Playing Field 
 

The playing field was closed due to UK Government restrictions from March to May 2020. 
The children`s play area has continued to be well used during the year but was closed due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic from March to July 2020. When the play area re-opened Covid-
19 controls were put in place for users to adhere to.   
It was very pleasing in October 2020 to see 3 pieces of tired play equipment be retired and 
removed and then the installation of a new climbing structure, see saw and slide tower. 
New safety matting was installed for these new pieces.  
 
This work was funded by S106 monies made available from the Cheerbrook Gardens 
housing development. During the past Council year, it has been agreed to use further S106 
funding to resurface the play area, the ball court and the entrance drive. This work will be 
completed in summer 2021. Replacing the basket swing and repairing the zip wire which 
were unfortunately damaged will also be completed at this time.  
 
The Playing field has now completed 2 years of opening and closing to a resolved schedule. 
This has helped to reduce anti-social behaviour and to keep this facility actively managed 
on a daily basis for the benefit of all residents. Particular thanks to Councillors Webb & 
Salisbury for their daily contribution to this.  
New signage was installed in the playing field in May 2020 which details opening times as 
well as pertinent byelaws which are relevant to all users.  
 



New general litter bins were installed in November 2020. These bins have a larger capacity 
and are covered which makes them more suitable for the location. The dog waste bin was 
replaced in April 2021. 
 
New goal nets were installed in March 2021 to replace the previous damaged nets. 
 
Throughout the past year tree pruning has been completed by an arboriculturist. A tree 
stump was also removed as this was aiding individuals in accessing the construction site.  
 
The restoration of the Lettie Spencer gates were budgeted for in the 2019-20 budget. Due 
to the pandemic this was not pursued but it would be appropriate to revisit this in the 
coming year.   
 
 

10.0 The Maze 
 

Following the refurbishment in 2019-20 and the recent passing of Past-Chairman Maurice 
Jones, the Council resolved to pursue a dedication and renaming of this area to ‘Maurice’s 
Maze’ This has the support of the Jones family, as well as overwhelming support of 
residents in the immediate area who were consulted in July 2020. To note that this naming 
would have fitted well with Maurice’s sense of humour and personality. A decision is 
awaited from Cheshire East Council on the approval of the proposed name change.  
 
The area has been well received and well used. It is great to see younger and older 
residents alike having fun with the floor games. The planting is establishing well, and plans 
are in place to add further plants as well as to maintain.  

 
 
11.0 Mike Heywood Green  
 

Mike Heywood Green remains the show piece of the village with its floral displays which 
we were pleased to maintain throughout summer 2020. Many thanks to Councillor Keegan 
for his assistance and for the continued irrigation throughout the season.   
 
The Carol Service which is usually held on the Green in December unfortunately did not go 
ahead due to coronavirus restrictions. The Christmas Lights were put up on the Green in 
November which provided the annual festive and very welcome atmosphere for the 
duration of the Christmas season.   
 
The Willaston WI Sign was restored in March 2021 following its 50th anniversary in 
November.   

 
 
 
 



12.0 Allotments 
 

The allotments continue to be very popular and there is currently a waiting list for plots.  
 
It was pleasing to see that the allotments were able to stay open throughout the pandemic 
as tending to plots provided tenants with much needed escapism and exercise during 
challenging times.  

 
 
13.0 Civic Service 
 

Unfortunately, the 2020 Civic Service fell victim to the Covid-19 restrictions and had to be 
cancelled. It is hoped that a service can take place in 2021. 
 
 

14.0 Remembrance Service 
 

On Sunday 8th November 2020 the Council was pleased to organise a Remembrance 
Service for the residents of the village to remember those that the village has lost.  
The service due to restrictions in place inevitably was different to previous years.  
The Service was led by Revd. Paul North. The Service was attended by the Nantwich Town 
Mayor, Chairman of the Nantwich and District Royal British Legion as well as 
representatives from Cheshire East Council, Willaston Scouts, Willaston WI and Willaston 
Social club. Regrettably, we had to ask residents to not attend so that no large gathering 
formed. We were pleased though for the first time to stream the event live on the Council 
Facebook page as well as have a recording available on the Council website afterwards. 
Over 500 people have watched the available recording.  
 
 

15.0 The War Memorial 
  

October 2020 saw the restoration of the War Memorial ahead of its centenary in 
November. This restoration featured a comprehensive specialist clean as well as 
repointing. 

 
 
16.0 Book Box 
 

The Book Box on Wistaston Road is a former c.1940s K6 telephone box which the Council 
purchased from BT. The Book Box was closed from March to August due to cross 
contamination concerns of exchanging books. 
 
Since re-opening it has seen fantastic use by residents. Many thanks to Councillor Keegan 
for his daily attention in keeping the book box in order as well as storing all surplus stock. 

 



 
17.0 Parish Finances 
 

The precept for the year was increased to £24,000.  
 
The Council operated with a surplus of £15,417 during the year.  Overall expenditure 
decreased by £4,195 largely due to scaled back Willaston in Bloom activity.  
 
Income increased by £10,192 mostly due to the Covid Business Support Grant of £10,000.  
No Willaston in Bloom sponsorship was collected during the year and the usual annual 
payment of £250 to the St Mary’s graveyard was not made as no request was received.  
 
 

18.0 Civic Representation 
 

Over the course of the past year very few formal invitations were received however the 
Chairman was pleased to accept an invitation to: 
 

• Cheshire East Holocaust Memorial Day Service 
 

The Chairman represented Willaston residents at the following: 
 

• VJ Day wreath laying 

• Willaston Act of Remembrance 

• Remembrance Day  

• Wreath laying for HRH The Duke of Edinburgh 
 
 
19.0 Conclusion 
 

The past year has been challenging for everyone, but as normality slowly resumes, we look 
ahead to this coming year as a stronger community. The Council will continue to work for 
the benefit of Willaston and its residents through service and commitment.  
 

 


