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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 COUNCIL MEETING 
19th JULY 2011   

 
 

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones, S Brazier, M R Crimes, J M Flackett, B Harding,    
D W Lewis, F R Morton, S J Renkel-Clarke & C F Todd. 
Cheshire East Councillor B Silvester.  
Apologies : Parish Councillors A J Cutts, W E Kirby & S Potts. 
Cheshire East Councillor : M Simon. 

 
      56 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
      Councillor Todd declared an interest with regard to the Green Gap, due to his involvement  
      with the Green Gap Action Group. 
 

57 MINUTES 
RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th June 2011 be approved 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
Matters arising :- 

• The garden waste has now been removed from behind the village sign on the corner 
of Wistaston Road and Crewe Road, and the Willaston in Bloom team are to maintain 
this area as a flower bed in future. 

• The Britain in Bloom judges visited the village yesterday and we now await their 
verdict. 

 
58 OPEN FORUM 

      The following items were raised by members of the public :- 
• A lady raised the issue of slug pellets which have been put down alongside the 

entrance to the playing field.  Her daughter had taken their dog for a walk on the 
playing field and it had eaten some of the slug pellets, as a result of which the dog had 
to be taken to the vet to have its stomach pumped.  As this occurred on parish council 
land a claim is to be submitted to the council to recover the cost of treatment.  The 
slug pellets were actually put down by the resident who lives adjacent to the playing 
field entrance, alongside his fence.  The clerk advised that this matter had already 
been reported to him yesterday and he had spoken to the resident responsible about 
this.  He advised that he had been putting down slug pellets for the last thirty years 
without any problems, but in future he would only put them on his side of the fence. 

• An enquiry was made as to whether the land adjacent to the allotments could be made 
in to additional allotments in view of the current waiting list.  The clerk advised that 
the parish council did own some of this land, but that it was currently leased to the 
farmer, so it would be necessary to break that lease.  The cost involved in converting 
the land in to allotments would also be substantial and would not be covered by the 
additional rents.  Furthermore, only two people on the waiting list are Willaston 
residents. 
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      59 POLICING ISSUES 
      Councillor Todd reported that the cluster priorities for the next quarter would once again be  
      Anti-Social Behaviour and Speeding.  Ten speeding tickets were issued across the cluster  
      during the last period and the Speed Indicator Device has been used extensively around the  
      area.  
      Figures have also been provided for recorded crimes within the Wybunbury cluster during  
      the second quarter of 2011. These were : Burglary 6, Criminal Damage 11, Drug Offences 1,  
      Theft/Stolen Goods 20, and Violence Against the Person 1. 
      The Chairman encouraged all members to ensure that incidents are reported to the police and  
      incident numbers obtained. 
       
      60 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 
      Councillor Silvester reported on the following matters :- 

• Cheshire East Council is providing funding for a Community Grant Scheme.  This is 
not available to parish councils, but it is available to local community groups and may 
be of interest to the History Group, for example. 

• A meeting has been held regarding a residents parking scheme on Gladstone Street.  It 
is likely that a permit scheme will be introduced, although this could take up to nine 
months to implement. 

• Eastern Road is to be closed at the end of August for re-surfacing.  
 
      61 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
      11/2137N – Side extension forming a glazed conservatory, 4 Ashlea Drive 
      No objections 
      11/2185N – Proposed single storey kitchen and orangery extension, ground floor alterations  
      to bathroom, lounge and bedroom window replacement and first floor loft conversion to form  
      third bedroom and second bathroom, 35 Green Lane 
      Objections submitted, subject to mitigation measures to avoid loss of privacy to the adjacent 
      property caused by the new dormer window. 
      11/2347N – Two storey dormer side extension, 1 Brassey Court 
      No objections 
      11/2253N – Single storey extension to front elevation including pitched roof, 1 Shannon  
      Close 
      No objections 
      Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 
      No decisions have been received since the last meeting. 

 
62 GREEN GAP POLICY UPDATE 
Several members attended the Place Shaping Consultation meeting in Crewe on 11th July, at 
which very strong objections were expressed, not only about the significant level of 
development planned around the Crewe area, but also about the consultation process which is 
largely internet based.  An agreement has now been obtained for 1,500 consultation packs to 
be provided for distribution around Willaston. 
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      Cheshire East Council is to hold a schedule of consultation exhibitions, including the  
      following venues and dates :- 

• Nantwich Civic Hall – Monday 12th September 12noon- 5.30pm 
• Crewe Library – Thursday 15th September 12noon – 7.00pm 
• Crewe surrounding villages – Details to be confirmed 

       
      The point was made that the times of the Nantwich exhibition were not very convenient for  
      people who work during the day.  It was agreed that the clerk should write to Cheshire East  
      Council to ask for the times of that exhibition to be extended in line with the meetings at  
      other venues, some of which continue until 8.00pm. 
   
      63 PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT  
      The following matters were reported :- 

• The Green Event was held last Saturday and included the launch of the Willaston 
walk. 

• The judges will be in the village next Monday to judge the Community Spirit Award. 
• A question was raised regarding the use of land adjacent to Redsands.  It was agreed 

that this should be included as an agenda item for discussion at the August meeting. 
 
      64 WILLASTON REACH  MAGAZINE 
      The clerk reported that he had not been able to get any response from Toby China regarding  
      the future of the Willaston Reach magazine. In the meantime the COG has reverted to  
      producing a scaled down quarterly newsletter.  It was agreed that this should be an agenda  
      item for discussion at the August meeting. 
 
      65 RE-NAMING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AS MIKE HEYWOOD GREEN 
      The clerk reported that a decision was still awaited from the Cheshire East Council Legal  
      Department regarding the re-naming of the village green.  It was also reported that the 
      Willaston Scout Group has a meeting later this week to discuss the provision of funding  
      towards the cost of an appropriate sign.  It was agreed that the matter should be deferred for  
      further discussion at the August meeting. 

 
      66 WAR MEMORIAL INSCRIPTIONS 
      A verbal proposal has been made by the Royal British Legion for the names on the war  
      memorial to be copied on to a granite plaque on the village green.  The Royal British Legion 
      would cover the cost of the inscriptions if the council paid for the granite and the installation.   
      Councillor Crimes reported that he was currently awaiting receipt of a couple of quotations in  
      this respect.  The Chairman suggested that Councillor Crimes should ask the Royal British  
      Legion to detail their proposal in writing to the clerk and that the matter should be deferred to  
      the August meeting. 
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      67 SUMMER FETE 
      Councillor Flackett reported that matters were progressing well with regard to the Summer  
      Fete to be held on Sunday 14th August.  Ellie May Pointon has been elected as the 2011 Rose  
      Queen and there will be a handover ceremony involving the 2010 Rose Queen.  There is to  
      be a dress rehearsal on 4th August. 
      All parish and borough councillors are invited to attend the fete, and help will be required on  
      the day in manning some of the stalls.  The Chairman suggested that contact should be made  
      with Willaston White Star Football Club to ask whether their land could be made available  
      on that day for off road parking. 
 
      68 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS ANNUAL MEETING 
      It was agreed that the appointment of  representatives to attend the Annual Meeting on  
      behalf of the council should be deferred until the August meeting, at which time  
      consideration should also be given to the submission of a motion seeking support for  
      retention of the Green Gap. 
 
      69 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
      The clerk presented his usual written report and made particular reference to the following :- 

• The work on the children`s play area has now been completed. 
• The Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2011 has been received back from 

the Audit Commission duly signed off with a clean report. 
 

      70 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £2,837.21 as detailed in the attached schedule be 
approved for payment. 

 
      71 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
      This was confirmed as 23rd August 2011.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chairman………………………………………. Date…………………… 

 
 


