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Willaston Parish Council                                            

 
Email: clerk@willastonparishcouncil.org.uk 

Website: www.willastonparishcouncil.org.uk  
Telephone: 07579 791981 

 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 22nd February 2022 
 

 Attendance:- 
 

Councillors: Craig Bailey (Chairman), Shirley Brazier,  Anna Cutts, Rubina Greenwood,  

Nigel Lane, Nigel Keegan, Frank Morton, Wayne Salisbury, Colin Todd (Vice-Chairman), Keith 
Ward, Julie Webb 

 

In Attendance: - 

Sue Togay (Temporary Clerk), Cheshire East Borough Councillor Allen Gage and 3 members of 
the public. 

  

 To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Parish Councillor Emma Angier .  Apologies were received from 

Cheshire East Borough Councillor Margaret Simon. PC Clarke and PCSO Siddall. 

  
176 To receive declarations of Members’ Interests 

Councillor Craig Bailey in relation to Item 18 to consider the approval of payments. 

Councillor Wayne Salisbury in relation to Item 18 to consider approval of payments. 

Councillors Colin Todd and Frank Morton in relation to Item 13 to consider allotment rents, 

tenancy agreements and size of plots with effect from 1st April 2022. 

 

  
177 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25th January 2022 

It was requested that the following amendment be made to the minutes: 

 
RESOLVED:  That the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25th January 2022 including the 

following amendment be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

Amendment: 

Item 166: The Council deferred the allotment increase agreed in the November budget for 

further discussion at the meeting to be held on 22nd February 2022.  

 

  
178 Public Participation 

A member of the public had presented 15 questions prior to the meeting in relation to Item  13 

regarding concerns about allotments rent increases and other changes to the proposed 
tenancy agreements etc.  The Chairman read out the questions and answered some briefly but 

in order to respond more fully a written response will be provided.  The views of members of 

the public  present were considered and further discussion for resolution is scheduled in Item 

13 by full Council. 
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179 To consider changes to the numbering of items and page numbering for the approved 

minutes of the Council and its Committees for the period October 2021 to January 2022 

to correspond with the practise used up to September 2022 
RESOLVED:  That the changes to numbering of pages and minute items be accepted for the 

sake of continuity. 

  
180 To receive a report regarding policing matters in the Parish 

Apologies had been received by the Police however a report had been provided and read out 

for information by The Clerk.  Items were as follows: 
1. PC Clark has arrested a suspect with regard to the A500 bridge issues (slabs being thrown off 

the A500 bridge).  The suspect had been released under investigation but has denied 
allegations. 

 

2. Reports regarding shed burglaries in the area – PC Clark has recovered stole property and 

returned these to their rightful owners. 
 

3. Speed enforcement had been conducted in the area and was ongoing. 
 

4. PCSO Bowman is to return to duty at the end of the month. 
 

There was no feedback from Councillor Todd with regard to local Police Cluster Meetings as they had 

been cancelled however an incident regarding ASB and a delivery driver in Moorfields was noted.  

Councillor Todd did reiterate the need to inform the Police directly of these incidents. rather than to 

the Parish Council. 

  
181 

 

To receive a report from Cheshire East Councillors covering Willaston Parish 

Cheshire East Councillor Allen Gage reported on the following; 
 

Gritting Issues in Colleys Lane were still ongoing but it was hoped that a resolution on reinstatement 

into the gritting programme would be made soon. 
 

The Nantwich Speed Sign foliage had been cut back to provide clearer views. 
 

Capital Investment was planned for road repairs for level two issues (relay not patch).  This was over a 

3 year period and may come into play for the badly damaged Moorfields due to heavy plant vehicles 
associated with recent developments which were planned for completion in 2022. 

Unfortunately, Cheshire East would be liable not the developers for road improvements. 
 

Redsands Playing Field - the allocated S106 £80k in relation to planning application 19/489N had been 

ringfenced for 5 years for a suitable site within Crewe.  No site had yet been decided upon but the 
suggestion of The Redsands field was noted. 
 

Peacock Crossing – This had been included within the  Active Travel Improvements and in principle this 

had been agreed.  However, this was part of 60 projects to be delivered and may be within a 2/3 year 

timescale. 

 

Questions from Parish Councillors: 
Councillors asked if there was any Cheshire East Jubilee Funding was available but unfortunately there 
was none available. 
The Royal Mail had painted post boxes in the village except for one.  The Clerk to ascertain which one 
and report to Royal Mail. 
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182 To consider matters relating to Planning Applications which include: 

To consider matters relating to Planning Applications which include: 
• 22/0431N – 319 Crewe Road ,Willaston 

Proposal: Double storey side and rear extensions along with a single storey rear extension. 

Consultation Deadline: 9th March 2022. 

No objections but comments in relation to contemporary finish and right to light. 

• 21/6062N – 190 Crewe Road, Willaston 

Proposal: Detached double garage to front driveway/garden area(s). 

Consultation Deadline : 28th February 2022. 

No objections. 
 

• 22/0310N – 43 Murrayfield Drive, Willaston , CW5 6QF 

Proposal: 2 storey front extension with gable porch, creating an extended lounge on the ground floor 

and master bedroom with an ensuite on the first floor 

Consultation Deadline: 23rd February 2022. 

No objections. 
 

• 22/0198N – 35 Moorfields, Willaston, CW5 6QY 

Proposal: Erection of a detached house and ancillary works 

Consultation Deadline: 22nd February 2022. 

Objections discussed and submitted to CEBC. 
 

• Revised 21/4431N – Land off Heald Way, Willaston 

Proposal: Erection of 2 no dwellings with associated parking of Heald Way, Willaston. Amended to 1 no 

dwelling 

Consultation Deadline :  27th January 2022.  No notification evident to Willaston PC 

Objections based on original planning application.  In addition complaint that CEBC had not 

notified the Council of amended plan 

 

• 22/0308N – 58 Coppice Road, Willaston, CW5 6QD 

Proposal: Proposed replacement single storey rear extension 

                  Consultation Deadline: 4th March 2022 

                  No objections. 
  

183 To consider matters related to Willaston in Bloom 
At the previous meeting in January the quote provided by Crewe Road Nurseries could not be 

accepted.  An amended request had now been submitted with reduced requirements. As 

expected the changes had reduced the original quote by £1730 to £7815.  However as some 
assets were missing still then acceptance of the quote would be based on including these 5 

missing items  and clarification on planting to be used. 

 
Discussions took place with regard to reducing costs by use of herbaceous plants, longer 

term contracts to gain reduced prices for watering,  adoption of beds and pots by volunteers 

and increased volunteer input. 
 

It was felt that a similar cost reduction exercise be used with regard to winter planting. 

 

RESOLVED: That the present quote from Crewe Road Nurseries for £7815 be accepted with a 
proviso that clarification is received on the omitted assets and type of planting. 
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184 To receive an update from The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Committee 

Councillor Cutts provided comprehensive documents relating to the work of the Committee 

including an update of the work so far, site plans, application forms for stalls at the Saturday 
event, posters, running order for Saturday event and a detailed breakdown of costings.   

Four meetings and 2 working group meetings had taken place and it was evident that a 

considerable amount of work had been done by its members.  The working budget at present 
was in deficit but the committee would cut its cloth accordingly based on income from stalls 

and sponsors to complete within budget. No income in addition to the approved £5,000 is 

sought from the Council. The main cost was the staging unit, sound and generator but this 

would be the focal point for the Saturday event. 
 

Questions were asked by Councillors relating to communication of the event and stall costs.  

A Facebook and specific email address was now in place.  All stalls  were prepaid before the 
event.  A report would be an item agenda on each future meeting. 

  

185 To receive an update regarding arrangements for the Civic Service 
The Chairman gave an update on the Civic Service.  The service will take place at 10:30am on 

Saturday 12th March at St John’s Church. Invitations have been sent to all neighbouring 

Councils, community organisations, police, the vaccination centre, the Academy, and several 

former members. Refreshments will be provided after the Service and there will be a display 
of historical documents including volume one minute book, acceptance of office and volume 

one of the accounts. We have also been offered to display the original minutes of the Rural 

District Council which was dissolved 50 years ago. All members are of course welcome to 
attend.  

  

186 To consider the quotation received for grass cutting 
A quote had been received from Chris Mountford and Family for grass cutting at the Lettie 

Spencer Playing Field, The Spinney, Mike Heywood Green and the Allotments.  

RESOLVED:  That the quote from Chris Mountford and Family be accepted at £148.59 per cut.  

  
187 To consider allotment rents, tenancy agreements and size of plots with effect from 1st 

April 2022 

Following on from the decision at the meeting held on 25th January 2022 that a reduced budget 
of £1,770 be allocated to the Allotment section of the budget, the issue of allotment rents, 

joining fees, tenancy agreements etc was deferred until the February meeting. 

 
Discussion took place taking into consideration the emails and comments received by 

allotment holders.  It was noted that the land was not gifted to the Council but was purchased 

and paid for by mortgage. 

 
It was felt that allotment rents were good value for money on a like for like basis and any 

increase in rents should provide a contingency amount for unforeseen circumstances.  The 

allotments provided a profit of only £50.  There had been no price increase over the last four 
years. Would there be any desire for additional provision on the site by tenants. 

 

A non-refundable joining fee for new allotment holders of £30.   
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 Should there be a more robust policy with regard to uncultivated plots within new tenancy 

agreements to avoid voluntary work which may not be covered by Council liability.  Its present 

policy had been very lenient and based on individual circumstances. The Council could impose 
a non-refundable joining fee for new allotment holders of £30.  Better communication needed 

for feedback to the Council. Debate was lengthy so Council requested that the item of 

reviewing the tenancy agreement be deferred until the March Meeting. 
 

RESOLVED:  That all existing  Allotment rents be increased by 10% across the board with affect 

from 1st April 2022. 

 
RESOLVED:  That a non-refundable joining fee of £30 be imposed for new tenants from 1st April 

2022. 

 
RESOLVED: That the present Allotment Tenancy Agreement review be deferred until the March 

Meeting of the Council.  

 
188 To consider whether any tree works are needed on the Lettie Spencer Playing Field 

An email had been received from a resident on Wybunbury Road with regard to a tree 

overhanging a resident’s garden.  A large limb had been removed last year but there would 

seem to be no further damage.  It was noted that residents may prune trees which overhang 
their properties, subject to a dispensation granted under Byelaws.  

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk inform the resident that no work will be undertaken by the Council 

and contact details and advise provided for any self-funded work of trees overhanging the 
property. 

 

The Chairman had also noted an email from a resident at Gerard Gardens in relation to the 
pathway to the Spinney.  The Chairman had responded as this area was cleared by volunteers. 

  

189 To received a report from the Temporary Clerk of Willaston Parish Council 

The Temporary Clerk circulated a report to Councillors.  Items included were: 
4 planning applications which were expired for comment which would not seem to have been 

commented on.  For information, several concerns raised regarding the road surface on 

Moorfield, ASB with delivery driver on Moorfields (already mentioned by Councillor Todd), 
Storm damage to trees on Mike Heywood Green, maintenance needed on pathway to Spinney.  

The Clerk had responded with advice and reference to  other relevant agencies where 

appropriate.   
190 To receive a report from The Chairman of Willaston Parish Council 

The Chairman provided a report.  Items included were as follows: 

The flag was raised at the War Memorial on Accession Day. 

 
A request was received from a resident of the Spinney to reduce tree coverage.  Further action 

by the Clerk and potentially CEBC Tree Officer. 

 
Communication from a resident in relation to noise barrier fencing on Cheerbrook Road.  

Referred to CEBC Councillors and Stapeley and District Parish Council.  

 
The Chairman attended a ChALC Meeting on the Local Council Award Scheme.  Further 

discussion as an agenda item in the future. 
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191 To consider updates to the General Privacy Notice/Policy 

A copy of the Council’s General Privacy Notice/Policy had been distributed prior to the meeting 

for consideration and review.  
RESOLVED:  That the present General Privacy Notice Policy be accepted but include the new 

Data Controller details for the Temporary Clerk, on Page 6 ,the new email address  on Page 6 

and the new date of February 2022 on the Changes to Notice (Page 5). 
  

192 To Consider approval of payments (supplied) 

RESOLVED:  That the accounts totalling £2209.50  as detailed in the attached schedule be 

approved for payment. 
  

193 To consider the date of the Annual Parish Meeting 

 RESOLVED:  That the Annual Parish Meeting be held prior to the Parish Council Meeting on 
Tuesday 26th April 2022. 

194 To note the date of the next meeting 

Tuesday 29th March 2022 
 

 

Chairman:……………………………………. Date:………………………… 

 
 

WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 
22 FEBRUARY 2022 

 

 

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No 

Crewe Road Nurseries – winter planting  1,355.40 102808 

Water Plus Ltd – water at allotment site  110.35 102809 

Crewe Road Nurseries – allotment prizes  50.00 102810 

St Mary’s Wistaston PCC – room hire  208.00 102811 

St Mary’s Wistaston PCC – upkeep graveyard  250.00 102812 

Cllr Salisbury – Newletter Print  187.75 102813 

Cllr  Bailey- Clerk’s I phone contract  8.00 102815 

J D Services for movement of cabinet and files  40.00 102816 

Total Total 2209.50  

 
 

 

Chairman ……………………………….. Date………………………………… 
 


