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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 COUNCIL MEETING 

24
th

 JUNE 2014   

 

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones, S Brazier, M T Carter, A J Cutts, J M Flackett,       

W E Kirby, D W Lewis, F R Morton, S Potts, C F Todd & K Ward. 

Apologies : Parish Councillor M R Crimes. 

Cheshire East Councillors B Silvester & M Simon. 

 

      22 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

      Councillors Brazier, Cutts, Kirby and Todd declared an interest with regard to the Green 

      Gap, due to their involvement with the Green Gap Action Group.  Councillors Brazier and 

      Cutts also declared an interest with regard to the Parish Plan Implementation due to their  

      Membership of the Communities Opportunities Group.   

       

23 MINUTES 

RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 21
st
 May 2014 be approved 

as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

24 OPEN FORUM 

      The issue of potholes at the end of Hollybush Crescent was raised.  This has already been  

      identified and reported to the Highways Department. 

 

      25 POLICING ISSUES 
      There were no police representatives at the meeting but the following matters were raised by  

      members :- 

 PCSO Nick Jarvis has written to Cheshire East Council asking for the white road 

markings at the end of Bayley Road to be re-instated. 

 There have been instances of cars being parked inconsiderately on Park Road 

blocking driveways. 

 PCSO Nick Jarvis walked around the village on Sunday knocking on doors to ask 

residents to let him know of any concerns which they may have.  The main issue to 

arise was that of inconsiderate parking in the village. 

 

      26 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 

      There were no Cheshire East Councillors present at the meeting but the following matters  

      were raised for the attention of Councillor Simon :- 

 The planning enforcement officer has indicated that he can take no further action 

regarding the derelict property at 136 Colleys Lane.  However, it is not clear whether 

the Empty Properties team at CEC have investigated the property and this needs to be 

followed up.  Also the hedgerow needs to be cut back as it is a traffic hazard. 

 The cycle path along Middlewich Road is becoming overgrown and is also being dug 

up by utility companies.  Some maintenance is required. 
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      27 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

      14/2198N – Amended plan for incorporation of additional window in extension to storage   

      building for the storage of equipment used by the dairy industry (previous approval 

      14/0568N), to the rear of 351 Crewe Road 

      No objections 

      14/2594N – Proposed steel portal frame building for a cow cubicle shed, Red Hall Farm, 

      Alvaston 

      This application actually falls within Wistaston parish but has been raised by some residents  

      of Colleys Lane.  It was decided that there were no obvious grounds for objecting to the  

      application and that this council should not submit any comments. 

      Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 

      14/1106N – Single storey rear extension and replacement of existing flat roof with pitched,  

      12 Park Road – approved 

      13/4462N – Re-submission of 13/3058N for residential development of 40 houses, land to  

      rear of 11 Eastern Road - approved 

 

      28 GREEN GAP POLICY UPDATE 

      Councillor Cutts reported that thirty local residents attended the first day of the enquiry in to  

      the Moorfields development appeal, four of whom took the opportunity to speak.  The  

      inspector is now considering all the representations made and we await the outcome. 

 

      29 PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT  

      The next COG meeting will take place on 25
th

 June.  The latest newsletter should be  

      completed within the next week and be ready in time for the village fete. 

 

      30 RESIDENT FIRST NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

      Cheshire East Council has invited parishes to consider the production of a Neighbourhood 

      Plan.  This is something which has already been considered by this council and it was  

      decided that a Neighbourhood Plan would not be appropriate for Willaston.  A Willaston 

      Supplementary Planning Document was produced as an alternative and this was submitted to  

      Cheshire East Council in September 2012. 

      RESOLVED : that the clerk should respond to Cheshire East Council advising that they 

      already have copies of our Supplementary Planning Document and Parish Plan, and that  

      these should be given due consideration in assessing planning applications. 

 

      31 HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE PRIORITIES 

      The Chairman referred to the additional pothole funding which has recently been made  

      available to Borough Councils and proposed that this council should seek to ensure that some 

      of this funding is allocated to Willaston.  It was agreed that members should review their  

      own areas of the village and submit details of potholes requiring attention to the clerk within  

      the next seven days.  A list of requirements will then be submitted to Cheshire East Council.                     
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      32 REMEMBRANCE COMMEMORATIONS 2014  

      Arrangements for the Remembrance Day Service in November were discussed at length and  

      it was generally considered that use should be made of the recently restored war memorial on  

      Colleys Lane.  It was decided that the clerk should make enquiries to see whether it would be  

      possible to close Colleys Lane for up to an hour on the day of the service before taking  

      matters further. 

      Differing opinions were also expressed about the display of bunting on the war memorial.  

      There had been some comments suggesting that it was disrespectful, whilst others thought it  

      was patriotic and looked good.  It was agreed that the bunting would remain in place for the  

      North West in Bloom judging day and the village fete, but would be taken down after that. 

 

      33 WORLD WAR I MEMORIAL PLAQUE ON PARK ROAD 

      Councillor Brazier reported that the original memorial plaque was situated by some double  

      gates to a house on the north side of Park Road, but a new location will now have to be  

      found.  The estimated cost of two slate wall plaques is £1,000, but if free standing plaques  

      are required these would need to be in granite at an estimated cost of £3,000.  The original  

      plaques were said to have been put up in 1917 and it was agreed that it would be appropriate  

      to put the new plaques in place on the 100 year anniversary in 2017.  This will allow time to  

      investigate possible locations and review funding options.  It was agreed that the matter  

      should be brought back to council for review at the September meeting. 

 

      34 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 

      Councillor Lewis reported that the last of the flower beds was planted up last weekend,  

      including the various themed beds.  There is plenty of yellow included, as requested by  

      Britain in Bloom to mark the 50
th

 anniversary of the competition.  It is now just a case of  

      keeping things tidy between now and the judging day on 9
th

 July and members were asked to  

      monitor litter, weeds, etc. within their own areas.  The village signs will be cleaned before  

      the judging day and Chris Mountford will be asked to cut the grass in the village on the day  

      before. 

      Councillor Carter advised that the hedge outside of St Luke`s Church Hall had been trimmed,  

      but the wild geraniums had been left in place as a wild flower feature.  Councillor Morton  

      suggested that a few flowers could be planted around the trees on Park Road which have  

      been protected by log roll. 

      The Chairman thanked Councillor Lewis and his team for their considerable effort in  

      preparing the village for the competition and members commented on how good the various  

      flower beds were looking.  We now await the verdict of the judges. 

 

      35 VILLAGE FETE 

      Councillor Flackett reported that everything was progressing as planned for the village fete.   

      There will be 23 attractions on the playing field and PCSO Nick Jarvis will also be there to  

      do free bike marking.  The event will be publicised in this week`s local press and leaflets will 

      also be distributed with newsletter.  The starting time will be 12.30pm at the village green,  

      moving on to the playing field by 12.45pm. 
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      36 WYBUNBURY UNITED CHARITIES 

      The AGM of Wybunbury United Charities was held on 13
th

 May and it was reported that just  

      over £2,000 was held in a dormant bank account.  New mandates need to be established for  

      the account before any funds can be released.  However, the charity rules for distributing  

      funds are very strict and potential recipients need to be identified who are poor, needy and  

      old.  Any nominations should be submitted to the Chairman. 

 

      37 INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31
st
 MARCH 2014  

      The clerk presented the internal audit report for the year ended 31
st
 March 2014 which  

      concluded that the council`s system of internal controls in place was adequate for the purpose  

      intended and effective. 

      RESOLVED : that the internal audit report be approved and accepted. 

 

      38 REPORT OF THE CLERK 

      The clerk presented his usual written report and answered questions on various matters  

      raised. 

 

      39 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £5,850.91 as detailed in the attached schedule be 

approved for payment. 

 

      40 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

      This was confirmed as 22
nd

 July 2014. 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman………………………………………. Date…………………….. 
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WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

 

24
th

 JUNE 2014  

 

 

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No 

Natural Landscapes – restoration of war 

memorial 

 3,420.00 102119 

M Langhorn – June net salary  501.30   

- Quarterly telephone account 64.41   

- Petty cash 8.58 574.29 102120 

H M Revenue & Customs – tax and NI on 

clerk`s salary                    

 125.40 102121 

Chris Mountford – grass cutting in village  291.00 102122 

Chris Mountford – BIB planting & maintenance  395.00 102122 

Sign People Ltd – change date on banner  24.00 102123 

MC Signs NW Ltd – new village signs  576.00 102124 

D W Lewis – BIB expenses  293.64 102125 

J M Flackett – BIB expenses  121.58 102126 

J Waring – BIB expenses  30.00 102127 

Total  5,850.91  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman…………………………………………. Date……………………………… 


