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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 COUNCIL MEETING 
24th NOVEMBER 2015   

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones, C T Bailey, S Brazier, A J Cutts, J M Flackett,          
A Jones, D W Lewis, F R Morton, C F Todd & K Ward. 
Cheshire East Councillor M Simon. 
Apologies : Cheshire East Councillor S Pochin. 

      116 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
      Councillors Brazier, Cutts and Todd declared an interest with regard to the Green Gap due  
      to their involvement with the Green Gap Action Group.  Councillors Brazier and Cutts also  
      declared an interest with regard to the Parish Plan Implementation due to their membership 
      of the Communities Opportunities Group. 
       

117 MINUTES 
RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27th October 2015 be        
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

      Matters arising :- The Chairman thanked everyone who assisted in the organisation of the  
      Remembrance Service, which was a great success. 

118 OPEN FORUM 
No matters were raised by members of the public. 

      119 POLICING ISSUES 
      Councillor Todd advised that there had been warnings from the police about various  
      fraudulent activities in the area. 
      Councillor Lewis reported that the SID on Park Road was facing the wrong direction and  
      agreed to speak to Councillor Pochin about getting it turned around. 

      120 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 
      Councillor Pochin was unable to attend the meeting as she had been at the Park Road appeal  
      hearing all day, but sent the following written report :- 

•  Traffic Enforcement Officers are now patrolling Wistaston Road and have taken    
photographs of vehicles parked on double yellow lines. 

•  The re-surfacing of Gladstone Street and Orchard Street is now on hold until the 
Spring. 

• The re-surfacing of Coppice Road was not altogether successful due to bad weather 
affecting the surface and it will be re-done in the Spring. 



2539 
• The street light on The Fields and the pot hole outside The Lamb public house have 

now both been fixed. 
• Councillor Pochin spoke on behalf of residents recommending refusal of the       

Moorfields planning application 14/0365N at the Strategic Planning Board meeting 
on 18th November.  The application has already gone to appeal due to non-            
determination, but the decision of the SPB was “minded to refuse.” 

• The double yellow lines requested at the junction of The Circle and Eastern Road are 
now on the Cheshire East work list and the new road sign has been ordered. 

• A meeting is to be arranged with Wulvern Housing to discuss the muddy parking area 
on The Circle. 

• Councillor Pochin would like to arrange a launch event for the dog fouling initiative 
once the paint has been ordered. 

      Councillor Simon reported the following :- 
• The speed restriction signs and cameras for the new 30mph speed limit on the A534 

have recently been installed.  Flashing signs will be installed by the end of the year. 
• Five new traffic islands are currently under consideration on the A534, but the red 

paint on the cycleways will not be renewed due to the cost and short life span of the 
paint.   

• The Crewe Green Link Road is on course to open in mid December and the A534 will 
then be de-primed. 

• Highways have cleared the mud from Eastern road and are going to speak to the 
farmer about it. 

• Highways have said that they do not own the Cheshire Railings on the corner of     
Colleys Lane and responsibility for these railings is still to be determined. 

      121 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
      15/4876N - Proposed single storey extension to rear of dwelling, 68 Coppice Road 
      No objections 
      15/5105N - Variation of condition 9 on approval 14/4247N for erection of detached 
      bungalow, 139A Wistaston Road 
      Objections to be submitted regarding the removal of healthy trees 
      15/5151N - A new 40m x 20m menage and retractable lighting, The Barn, Colleys Lane 
      Comments to be submitted to the effect that approval should not be granted until further      
      satisfactory information is provided regarding the lighting. 
      15/5094N - First floor side extension providing car port under, 55 Eastern Road 
      No objections 
      In addition to the new applications notice has been received of an appeal against non-      
      determination of application 14/0365N for 170 dwellings on land north of Moorfields.  Any  
      comments need to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate by 9th December 2015.  It was  
      agreed that the clerk should submit a copy of our objections to the original application, with  
      additional comments regarding the emerging Willaston Neighbourhood Plan. 
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      Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 
      15/0838N - Side extension to accommodate stairs to first floor, alterations to roof to    
      facilitate first floor headroom, land to the rear of 309 Crewe Road - approved 
      15/3608N - Removal of agricultural occupancy condition 2 on application P94/0274 The 
      Paddocks, Colleys Lane - refused 
      15/4123N - To apply render to 2 sections of the building, remove canopy over window and  
      form new exit doors to existing opening, The Peacock, 221 Crewe Road - approved 
      15/4686N - Single storey extension to rear of dwelling, 18 Cheerbrook Road - approved 
      Councillors Lewis and Cutts also reported on the first day of the appeal hearing regarding  
      planning application 14/5824N for up to 175 dwellings on land south of Park Road.  The  
      hearing was also attended by Borough Councillor Pochin and 15 residents, but is obviously  
      still in the early stages. 

      122 GREEN GAP POLICY UPDATE 
      Councillor Todd reported that representatives from several local parishes had discussed the  
      possibility of joining forces to employ a planning professional to speak on behalf of the  
      Green Gap policy at the Cheshire East Local Plan hearings.  There is already an allocation of  
      £200 on the current year’s budget for Green Gap expenditure, but a higher figure may be  
      required if this proposal goes ahead. 
      Meetings are also being arranged with all of the local MP’s to discuss a recent case in another  
      part of the country where, despite an established Neighbourhood Plan being in place, a    
      planning application was agreed at appeal due to the Borough Council being unable to  
      demonstrate a five year supply of housing land. 
      RESOLVED : that increased Green Gap funding of up to £300 be agreed as a contribution  
      towards the employing of a planning consultant if required. 

      123 PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT 
      Councillor Cutts reported that the Communities Opportunities Group had now run its course  
      and had decided at a recent meeting to disband.  Of the 72 actions included within the Parish  
      Plan 41 had been completed, 15 were ongoing, and 16 were outstanding.  There is a balance  
      of £610.20 of funding provided by the parish council which it was agreed should now be    
      returned to parish council funds, with £300 being earmarked for potential future Green Gap  
      expenditure and £310 for website development.  The group also has a separate bank account  
      with a balance of £511.02 of self raised funds, which it proposes to distribute to various clubs  
      and societies around the village.  It was also agreed that the parish council would take over  
      responsibility for the Book Box on Wistaston Road and would pick up one of the remaining  
      actions to publish planning applications on the village website. 
      Councillor Cutts thanked the parish council for its support of the COG throughout its      
      duration, and in turn the Chairman wished to put on record the thanks of the council for all  
      the work undertaken by everyone involved with the COG. 
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      124 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
      The Chairman reported that the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was meeting on a      
      regular basis and the next meeting will be held this coming Thursday 26th November. 
      The display boards were on show at the recent Willaston in Bloom Presentation Evening and  
      another 30 signatures were obtained in support of the plan.  There will also be a display at the  
      Primary School Christmas Fair this coming Thursday, when members of the Steering    
      Committee will be available to answer any questions raised by parents. 
      The Women’s Institute has also agreed in principle that a presentation can be made at its  
      January meeting, subject to confirmation by the Board. 

      125 PARISH NOTICEBOARD OUTSIDE THE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
      The parish council noticeboard outside the Primary School has been taken down by the site  
      manager.  It was agreed that the Chairman and the clerk should meet with representatives  
      from the school to discuss a replacement notice board with a view to the council paying for  
      the board and the school arranging installation.  There is already an allowance of £1,500 in  
      this year’s budget for the purchase of a new noticeboard. 

      126 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 
      Councillor Lewis reported that Willaston once again won a Silver Gilt Award in the North  
      West in Bloom Competition with an overall score of 159 points out of a possible 200, the  
      highest score that the village has ever received. 

      127 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2016/17 
      The clerk presented the draft budget for consideration, estimating the income and  
      expenditure for the current year and including proposals for 2016/17.  Budgeted net      
      expenditure for 2016/17 is £22,860 after anticipated income of £7,251.  Overall reserves have  
      been gradually reduced over recent years by keeping the precept low and whilst overall  
      reserves are forecast to remain at just over one year’s precept, the general reserve is now  
      moving in to negative figures. 
      RESOLVED : that provision in the 2016/17 budget for refreshments at the carol singing  
      should be increased from £100 to £160 and that provision should also be included for Green  
      Gap expenditure of £300 and website development of £310. 
      RESOLVED : that £5,000 of the Community Projects Reserve should be transferred back to  
      the General Reserve. 
      RESOLVED : that a precept of £19,000 be made on Cheshire East Council, with the balance  
      of expenditure to once again be covered by reserves. 

      128 CAROL SINGING ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 
      The Carol Singing on the village green will take place on Thursday 17th December    
      commencing at 7pm.   
      RESOLVED : that increased funding of up to £160 be agreed for refreshments. 
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      129 REQUEST TO ERECT A WOODEN SHED ON ALLOTMENT PLOT 39 
      A request has been received from the tenant of allotment plot 39 to erect an 8’x 6’ wooden  
      shed on the plot. 
      RESOLVED : that permission be granted for the erection of a shed as described. 

      130 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
      The clerk presented his usual written report. 

      131 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £1,805.48 as detailed in the attached schedule be 
approved for payment. 

      132 DATES OF MEETINGS FOR 2016 
      RESOLVED : that the following meeting dates be agreed for 2016, with the Annual Parish  
      Meeting to be held on Tuesday 26th April commencing at 7pm, and the April council  
      meeting to follow on the same evening. 

      Meeting dates for 2016 :- 

      26th January 
      23rd February 
      22nd March 
      26th April 
      24th May (Annual Parish Council Meeting) 
      28th June 
      19th July 
      23rd August 
      27th September 
      25th October 
      29th November 

Chairman………………………………………. Date……………………... 
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WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

24th NOVEMBER 2015  

Chairman…………………………………………. Date………………………………

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No

M Langhorn – November net salary 512.48

                     - Purchase of printer ink 35.00

- Petty cash 19.27 566.75 102282

H M Revenue & Customs – tax and NI on clerk`s 
salary                   

128.00 102283

Chris Mountford – grass cutting in village 97.00 102284

St Mary`s Wistaston – upkeep of churchyard 250.00 102285

Poppy Appeal - supply of wreaths and crosses 75.00 102286

M R Jones - bugler at Remembrance Service 45.00 102287

United Utilities Water Plc - water at allotments 3.25 102288

December Payments :-

M Langhorn - December net salary 512.28 102289

H M Revenue & Customs – tax and NI on clerk`s 
salary                   

128.20 102290

Total 1,805.48


