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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 COUNCIL MEETING 
25th OCTOBER 2011   

 
 

Present : Parish Councillors C F Todd (Chairman), S Brazier, M R Crimes, A J Cutts,           
D W Lewis & S Potts. 
Cheshire East Councillors B Silvester & M Simon.  
Apologies : Parish Councillors J M Flackett, B Harding, M R Jones, W E Kirby,                    
F R Morton & S J Renkel-Clarke. 

 
      118 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
      Councillors Brazier, Todd and Cutts declared an interest with regard to the Green  
      Gap, due to their involvement with the Green Gap Action Group.  Councillors Brazier and  
      Cutts also declared an interest with regard to the Parish Plan Implementation due to their  
      membership of the Communities Opportunities Group. 
 

119 MINUTES 
RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27th September 2011 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
Matters arising :- 

• Councillor Simon referred to minute 108 which included reference to the publishing 
of a DVD of the village fete on You Tube.  This has not yet been done as the minute 
did not specifically state that the council had given agreement to this.  The matter 
was, therefore, put to the council and agreement was given for the publishing of the 
DVD on You Tube. 

 
120 OPEN FORUM 
The following items were raised by members of the public :- 

• Cheshire East Council has announced plans to change the way that clubs are charged 
for using swimming baths within the Borough.  The proposal is to charge per hour, 
rather than per swimmer, which could lead to significantly higher costs and cause 
some small clubs to fold.  Borough Councillors Silvester and Simon agreed to 
investigate and report back. Once the situation has been clarified it may be 
appropriate for the clerk to write to Cheshire East Council to support the local clubs 
who are concerned about this change. 

• Is the council still seeking to achieve Quality Status ?  The Chairman confirmed that 
this was still the case, but there are a few requirements which need to be covered.  
The Chairman was requested to provide details of the various requirements to the new 
councillors. 

• The future use of the Redsands site.  Councillor Simon confirmed that it was the 
intention to use the site for the housing of adults with learning disabilities. 
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      121 POLICING ISSUES 
      The police sent apologies for not being able to attend this meeting due to operational matters. 
      The Chairman reported on the priorities discussed at the recent cluster meeting and made  
      particular reference to the issues on Wistaston Road raised at the September meeting.  
      Arrests have already been made in this respect and court action is impending. The police  
      have asked that any new incidents be reported so that these can be handled separately. 
      The issue of drinking by youths around the footbridge over the A500 was also discussed  
      and the police are aware of this and are making periodic visits to the area. The Probation  
      Service are to be used in order to clear the litter. 
      SID continues to be used around the village to deter speeding motorists. 
       
      122 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 
      Councillors Simon and Silvester reported on the following matters :- 

• The bus service from Nantwich to Crewe via Willaston has been taken up with the 
transport team. 

• There has been further flooding on Coppice Close and Crewe Road.  The gullies on 
Coppice Close have now been cleared and Crewe Road will be cleared once the minor 
road works are completed. 

• The three strategic planning applications for major developments at Coppenhall, 
Remer Street and Gresty have now been approved. 

• The stile on Park Road is very steep and could be dangerous when it becomes 
slippery in the Winter.  A member of the COG has already taken this matter up with 
the farmer and possible solutions are being investigated. 

 
      123 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
      No planning applications have been received since the last meeting. 
      However, notice has been received of an appeal by the applicant against the refusal of  
      planning application 11/2137N to erect a side extension forming a glazed conservatory at  
      4 Ashlea Drive.  The parish council did not submit any objections to the original application  
      and it is understood that none of the neighbours have any objections.  It was, therefore,  
      agreed that the clerk should write to Cheshire East Council in support of the application. 
      Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 
      No decisions have been received since the last meeting. 
 

124 GREEN GAP POLICY UPDATE 
      Councillor Cutts tabled the  motion at the Cheshire Association of Local Councils Annual  
      Meeting calling for ChALC to support retention of the Green Gap policy, as agreed in minute 
      91 at the August council meeting.  The motion was strongly supported by Weston & Basford  
      Parish Council and by the ChALC Vice Chairman.  It was agreed that the clerk should write  
      to the Planning Department emphasising the support of ChALC for retention of the Green  
      Gap policy. 
      WGGAT has also had a meeting with Edward Timpson MP and Wesley Fitzgerald, Leader  
      of Cheshire East Council, at which a list of questions was provided and answers requested. 
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      125 PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT  
      The following matters were reported :- 

• A second village walk leaflet is to be produced. 
• Consideration is being given as to how the Queen`s Diamond Jubilee in 2012 should 

be celebrated. 
• An Apple Day has been suggested as an event to be held in the Autumn of next year. 
• The COG website has been updated this week and Bob Squirrell has agreed to act as 

editor.  Members are encouraged to submit articles to the editor for loading on to the 
website at editor@willastonweb.co.uk  

 
      126 RE-NAMING OF THE VILLAGE GREEN AS MIKE HEYWOOD GREEN 
      Councillor Crimes presented quotations of £1,000 for production of a mosaic sign to include  
      pictures relevant to Mike Heywood`s life, and £150 for the backing board and installation.   
      The suggestion was made that some kind of protective covering should be investigated.   
      Councillor Crimes agreed to look into this and obtain quotations. 
      Borough Councillor Silvester has raised approximately £600 to put towards the cost and the  
      Willaston Scout Group has agreed to contribute £150. 
      It was agreed that Councillor Crimes should report back to the November meeting regarding  
      the suitability and cost of a protective covering, with a view to putting to the council a  
      resolution to cover the balance of the costs involved. 
 
      127 REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
      The annual Remembrance Day Service will be held on the village green on Sunday 13th  
      November commencing at 1.30pm and notices publicising the event have now been posted  
      on the parish notice boards.  The Scout Group will be attending and Councillor Silvester  
      confirmed that Cheshire East Council will supply a wreath.  It was agreed that the clerk 
      should write to the police to seek permission for Wistaston Road to be closed between John  
      Gresty Drive and Coppice Road for half an hour from 1.30pm. 
 
      128 WILLASTON MAGAZINE AND WEBSITE 
      Detailed proposals have still not been received from Toby China regarding the parish council  
      website.  It was agreed that the clerk should write to Mr China stating that a meeting with  
      representatives of the parish council must be held before the council`s November meeting  
      in order to assess his proposal in detail, if the matter is to be taken forward.  It should also be  
      made clear that there is no implied agreement at this stage that any contract will be awarded. 
      With regard to the Willaston Reach magazine, a letter from Toby China has been presented  
      to the council this evening enclosing proof copies of the winter edition and advising that  
      delivery is scheduled for the end of this week.  An invoice for £280 was also included.   
      There has been no resolution passed by the council to fund this and it was agreed that the  
      potential authorisation of this payment should be included as an agenda item at the   
      November meeting. 
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      129 THE QUEEN`S DIAMOND JUBILEE 2012 
      The possibility of nominating the playing field and allotment site for the Queen Elizabeth II  
      Fields Challenge was discussed.  It was unclear as to what this involved and Councillor Todd  
      agreed to investigate further. 
      There is also the possibility of taking part in The Big Jubilee Lunch on Sunday 3rd June 2012  
      and it was suggested that this could be a combined event with the annual village fete.  This is  
      to be discussed with the village fete organising group. 
 
      130 PROPOSED NEW BUS SERVICE FROM CREWE TO WREXHAM 
      A communication has been received from the Chair of the Nantwich LAP Rural Transport  
      Group regarding a proposed new bus service from Crewe to Wrexham.  It was agreed that  
      this council should support the proposal. 
 
      131 ST MARY`S CHURCH – UPKEEP OF THE CHURCHYARD 
      A request has been received from St Mary`s Church office seeking a donation towards the  
      upkeep of the churchyard. 
      RESOLVED : that a donation of £250 be made. 
 
      132 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS AND CAROL SINGING ON THE GREEN 
      The clerk reported that Councillor Flackett has agreed to arrange the switch on of the  
      Christmas tree lights and Mrs Heywood has agreed to the use of her electricity supply in  
      exchange for the usual payment to cover costs. 
      Councillor Flackett has also agreed to organise the carol singing on the village green on 
      Tuesday 20th December commencing at 7pm.  The event will be publicised on the village  
      notice boards and in the Scout Group programme. 
 
      133 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 
      Councillor Lewis reported that Willaston won a Silver Award in the North West in Bloom  
      Competition, scoring 138 points out of a possible 200.  Once again Garstang won the Gold  
      Award.  The judges are to forward their feedback report with suggested improvements for  
      next year. 
      The plants for next year have already been decided and the summer beds from this year will  
      be cleared by the end of October.  Consideration is also being given to the purchase of some  
      everlasting hanging baskets next year, subject to budget availability.  A budget proposal is to  
      be put to the council at the November meeting. 
 
      134 CIVIC PRIDE AWARDS 
      Councillor Brazier reported that Willaston won two awards in the Cheshire Community Pride  
      Competition – joint 1st for the Christmas 2010 edition of Willaston Reach and Highly  
      Commended for Community Spirit.  The village was assessed as either good or very good in  
      most categories. 
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      135 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
      The clerk presented his usual written report and made particular reference to the fact that the  
      notice board on Colleys Lane has now been removed and is stored at the Pyms Lane Depot of  
      Cheshire East Council. 
 
      136 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £1,001.92 as detailed in the attached schedule be 
approved for payment. 

 
      137 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
      This was confirmed as 29th November 2011.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman………………………………………. Date……………………. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


