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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 COUNCIL MEETING 
28th MARCH 2017   

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones, C T Bailey, S Brazier, A J Cutts, J M Flackett,          
R Greenwood, A Jones, D W Lewis, F R Morton, C F Todd & K Ward. 
Cheshire East Councillors S Pochin & M Simon. 
Apologies : Parish Councillor M Cowieson. 

      148 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
      There were no declarations of interest. 
       

149 MINUTES 
RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28th February 2017 be          
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

150 OPEN FORUM 
      No matters were raised by members of the public. 

      151 POLICING ISSUES 
      Nothing to report. 

      152 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 
      Councillor Pochin reported on the following matters :- 

• The road markings on Park Road have now been repainted, although it was pointed 
out that there are still no road markings at the exit from Beech Tree Close 

• The application for up to 100 houses on land off Park Road has been considered by 
the Strategic Planning Board and they are “minded to refuse,” although this is not  
currently recorded on the Cheshire East Council website 

• Use of the Community Payback team could be considered for minor works 
• The junction of Derwent Close and Murrayfield Drive has been observed at school 

drop off time but there was little evidence of illegal parking.  A further observation 
will be undertaken at pick up time 

• Councillor Flackett reported that two street lights on Coppice Road had been left on 
all day and also that there was an issue with cars parking on the corner of Coppice 
Road and Wistaston Road 

• Councillor Bailey questioned why traffic counters had appeared around the village 
and this will be investigated 
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     Councillor Simon reported on the following matters :- 
•  There is a new out of hours telephone number for reporting Highways issues which is 

0300 123 5020 
• A large number of highway repairs have been carried out in the South Cheshire area 

in the last week 
• The 30mph sign on Colleys Lane is due to be reinstated 
• A request has been submitted for the Peacock roundabout to be resurfaced on the 

Crewe side 
• The Willaston Clean Team have been active once again on Colleys Lane 
• A grid is to be reset on Park Road on 2nd April and temporary traffic lights will be in 

place whilst the work is carried out 

     153 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
     16/6153N - Variation of condition 2 on approved application 16/3233N - demolition of   
     existing dwelling and construction of 4 detached dwellings with access way to fields at rear,  
     158 Wistaston Road 
     No objections 
     17/1494N - Change of use of the unit into a workshop to comprise of an MOT station,     
     workshop and office to coincide with the current business in Crewe, Back unit, Tricketts Lane 
     No objections 
     16/4318N - Land off Park Road appeal - objections to be re-iterated to the Inspector 
     Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 
     16/4565N - Outline application for demolition of existing garage and erection of up to five  
     residential dwellings with associated access, 32 Cheerbrook Road - approved 

      154 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
      The Chairman reported that the responses to the Regulation 14 consultation had now been  
      analysed for which thanks go to Councillor Todd and Andrew Thompson.  The first draft of  
      the Regulation 15 document is almost completed, but requires the addition of some  
      appropriate photographs.  Andrew Thompson, on behalf of the group, has held discussions  
      with Tom Evans of Cheshire East Council, who is happy with the progress of the plan. 
      However, two further statements are now required.  The first is a Statement of Consultation  
      to be produced by the group and the second is a Statement of Conditions to be produced by  
      Andrew Thompson.  The next meeting of the committee is to be held on 20th April and it is 
      anticipated that the Regulation 15 submission to Cheshire East Council will be made some  
      time during May. 
      Councillor Todd also advised that ChALC was preparing a response on behalf of member  
      councils to the various Local Plan consultations which are currently running, but that the  
      Neighbourhood Plan group should submit its own response. 
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      155 ANNUAL ASSESSMENT OF RISKS 
      The clerk reported that he had undertaken a manual review of the risk reports produced in  
      March 2012 and that no material changes to the council risk profile had been identified.  A  
      copy of the reports was made available at the meeting. 
      RESOLVED : that all of the procedural and financial risks to the council have been   
      considered and that adequate controls are in place to manage those risks. 
      
      156 VILLAGE FETE 
      Councillor Flackett reported that the village fete is to be held on Sunday 16th July this year  
      commencing with a procession at 12 noon from Mike Heywood Green to the playing field,  
      and is anticipated to finish at around 4pm.  Due to the loss of some of the volunteer helpers  
      this is expected to be the last village fete for the time being, unless more volunteers can be  
      found. 

      157 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 
      A meeting of the Britain in Bloom Committee was held yesterday and plans are in place for  
      the coming season.  Quotations within budget have been received from Crewe Road    
      Nurseries for the supply of plants and from Chris Mountford & Family for the planting and 
      maintenance of the contracted out beds. 
      The Best Kept Village sign is to be displayed at the junction of Wistaston Road and Crewe  
      Road. 

      158 LOCAL COUNCILS AWARD SCHEME 
      Some concerns were expressed about the tendency for these award schemes to quickly  
      become obsolete and given the current focus on the Neighbourhood Plan, working towards  
      the Award Scheme is considered low priority at the moment.  Nevertheless, there are some  
      requirements which are good practice and should be adopted.  One of these is a formal  
      communication policy and Councillor Greenwood produce a draft policy for consideration.   
      It was agreed that councillors should review this draft policy and report back their  
      observations at the April meeting. 

      159 WILLASTON ANNUAL CIVIC SERVICE 
      Councillor Bailey reported that a meeting of the newly formed Civic Service Committee was  
      held on 12th March and a decision was made to hold a Willaston Civic Service at St John’s  
      Chapel on Saturday 13th May commencing at 10.30am.  The local primary school are happy  
      for their music group to be involved and the WI, History Group and Scout Group have also  
      been invited.  It was also agreed that the Chairmen of Wistaston and Rope parish councils  
      should be invited.  A proposed budget was produced for the cost of putting on the event,    
      including refreshments to be provided afterwards. 
      RESOLVED : that funding of up to £700 exclusive of VAT be agreed to cover the costs. 
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      160 CHESHIRE RAILINGS ON CREWE ROAD/COLLEYS LANE 
      Councillor Lewis reported that two quotations had been received for the renovation of the  
      Cheshire railings at the junction of Colleys Lane and Crewe Road.  The first quotation is  
      £2,730 to include the cutting back of the shrubbery and the second quotation is £890.   
      The Cheshire railings are not owned by the parish council and are not this council’s    
      responsibility and concerns were expressed about setting a precedent for other such railings  
      within the village and the potential legacy of future maintenance.  Councillor Brazier raised  
      the possibility of obtaining grant funding, but it was considered that this would still not   
      address the issues raised above. 
      RESOLVED : that the cost of this work could not be justified and that the work should not  
      proceed. 

      161 CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 2017 
      The Chairman expressed a view that formal procedures should be in place for the annual  
      Christmas lights in terms of the provision of an electricity supply and a cherry picker for the 
      putting up and taking down of the lights.  The ability to link into the electricity supply of 78  
      Wistaston Road will not be available in future and last year it was not possible to obtain the  
      use of an appropriate cherry picker at short notice. 
      It was agreed that Cheshire East Council should be contacted to see whether they can assist  
      with these matters. 

      162 GRASS CUTTING IN THE VILLAGE 2017 
      The clerk reported that the following quotation had been received from Chris Mountford &  
      Family for grass cutting within the village in 2017 :- 

      

       
      RESOLVED : that the quotation from Chris Mountford & Family should be accepted. 

      163 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
      The clerk presented his usual written report. 

      164 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £865.21 as detailed in the attached schedule be     
approved for payment. 

Area to be cut Cost per cut Area to be cut Cost per cut
The Spinney £12 Playing Field £55
Village Green £15 Allotments £15
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      165 DATES OF NEXT MEETING 
      This was confirmed as 25th April 2017 (NB. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on  
      the same evening commencing at 7.00pm with the parish council meeting to follow  
      afterwards) 
      

Chairman………………………………………. Date…………………….. 

WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

28th MARCH 2017  

Chairman…………………………………………. Date………………………………..

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No

M Langhorn - March net salary 517.48

                     - Quarterly telephone account 82.47

                     - Purchase of printer ink 59.56

                      - 6 months use of home as office 60.00

                     - Petty cash 16.30 735.81 102416

H M Revenue & Customs - tax on salary 129.40 102417

Total 865.21


