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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 COUNCIL MEETING 

29
th

 JANUARY 2013   

 

 

Present : Parish Councillors C F Todd (Chairman), S Brazier, M R Crimes, A J Cutts,            

J M Flackett, W E Kirby, D W Lewis & S Potts. 

Cheshire East Councillors B Silvester , M Simon & M Jones. 

Apologies : Parish Councillors M R Jones, F R Morton & S J Renkel-Clarke. 

 

      151 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

      Councillors Brazier, Todd, Cutts and Kirby declared an interest with regard to the Green  

      Gap, due to their involvement with the Green Gap Action Group.  Councillors Brazier and 

      Cutts also declared an interest with regard to the Parish Plan Implementation due to their  

      membership of the Communities Opportunities Group.   

      The council also gave consideration to the interest of members in the raising of a precept and  

      the following resolution was passed. 

      RESOLVED : this council resolves to grant dispensations to Councillors Todd,  Brazier,  

      Crimes, Cutts, Flackett, Kirby, Lewis and Potts for agenda item number 6 – the ratification of  

      the precept demand. 

       

152 MINUTES 

RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 27
th

 November 2012 be 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

153 OPEN FORUM 

      The following matters were raised by members of the public :- 

 Concerns were raised regarding the state of the roads and pavements in the village 

generally, with reference to Gladstone Street in particular.  The meeting was advised 

that Cheshire East Council was increasing its investment in the road structure to 

£23M over the next two and a quarter years.  Members of the public are encouraged 

to report potholes and other surface impairments to Highways, either via the website 

or by telephone. 

 

      154 PRESENTATION BY MARK AVERILL OF CHESHIRE EAST HIGHWAYS 

      Mark Averill, Service Leader at Cheshire East Highways gave a presentation to explain the  

      plans to switch off certain street lights in the area and to dim some of the others, and  

      explained the rationale behind some of the decisions which have been taken.  Councillor 

      Jones, Leader of Cheshire East Council, apologised to members for the fact that certain lights  

      had been switched off without any proper public consultation and promised that would not  

      happen again.  Parish councils and members of the public are encouraged to report lights  

      which they feel are being left on unnecessarily.  
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      155 RATIFICATION OF THE PRECEPT 

      RESOLVED : this council resolves to ratify the precept as agreed at the meeting on 27
th

  

      November 2012 without amendment. 

 

      156 POLICING ISSUES 
      PCSO Nick Jarvis attended the meeting and provided a summary of offences committed  

      within the parish during the last quarter.  He also provided details of the cluster priorities for  

      the next quarter, which once again focus on speeding and anti-social behaviour. 

      The following points were raised by members :- 

 Police motorcyclists have been operating in the area over the last few weeks and have 

recently issued 59 fixed penalty notices for speeding. 

 Speeding on Colleys Lane is believed to be on the increase once again. 

 It was agreed that the clerk should write to John Dwyer, the new Police and Crime 

Commissioner for the Cheshire area, reiterating this council`s view that PCSO`s 

should be empowered to issue fixed penalty speeding fines (as agreed in minute 93 

dated 25
th

 September 2012). 

 

      157 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 

      Councillors Simon and Silvester reported on the following matters :- 

 It has now been agreed that the street lights on Colleys Lane will not be switched off, 

but there will be some dimming of lights along Crewe Road 

 The Connect 2 footpath connecting Queen`s Park in Crewe to Barony Park in 

Nantwich should be completed in February 

 The potholes at Whitehall on Colleys Lane have been repaired 

 Discussions are still taking place with regard to a reduction in the speed limit on 

Middlewich Road and it may be that some input from the parish council will be 

required on this 

 Councillor Simon has attended a meeting with Councillor Bailey at which it was 

agreed to conduct a further review of school walking routes 

 It is proposed to hold the Cheshire East element of the council tax at current levels 

once again in 2013/14, but there will be 1,000 job losses within the council to reduce 

costs 

 Cheerbrook Farm shop are submitting a planning application for new signage which it 

was considered that the parish council should support as this is a valuable local 

business 

 Cheshire East Council is losing out to the tune of £55M per year due to unfair grant 

funding from the government to rural communities.  It was agreed that the clerk 

should write to Edward Timpson MP seeking his assistance in redressing this 

situation 
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      158 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

      12/4782N – Single storey rear extension, 26 Eastern Road 

      No objections 

      13/0124N – Proposed single and two storey rear extension, increase width of driveway, 78    

      Coppice Road 

      No objections 

      13/0156N – Proposed alterations and extension of dwelling, 3 Hall Drive 

      No objections 

      13/0110N – Detatched two storey house with three bedrooms and two car parking spaces, 18 

      Wistaston Road 

      No objections in principle but conditions should be included regarding maintenance of the  

      water mains, which have only just been repaired, and it should be reported that work has  

      already begun prior to determination of the application 

      13/0227N – Single storey rear extension, 12 Victoria Mill Drive 

      No objections 

      Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 

      12/3688N – Construction of single storey side and rear wrap around extension comprising a 

      mono-pitch type roof, Park View, Coppice Road – approved 

      12/3302N – Conversion of garage/workshop to one dwelling, 309 Crewe Road – refused 

      (but decision appealed) 

      12/4437N – Change of use from ground floor woodworking workshop into two flats, The  

      Old Stores, 2 Coppice Road - approved 

 

      159 GREEN GAP POLICY UPDATE 

      The e-petition for retention of the Green Gap has been completed by 738 people.  Councillor  

      Jones advised that the Green Gap around Willaston would be maintained as Strategic Open 

      Gap and he offered to attend a meeting of the WGGAT, if required.  The point was made that  

      the boundaries of the proposed Strategic Open Gap were unclear in the small scale maps  

      published so far.  It was agreed that the clerk should write to Councillor Jones seeking  

      clarification of the proposed Strategic Open Gap area. 

 

      160 PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT 

      The following matters were reported and discussed :- 

 Whether parish plans are ever read by anybody at Cheshire East Council 

 A proposal to use the telephone booth as a book exchange 

 A meeting of young people was held last week to discuss the requirement for a skate 

park and/or other amenities.  A survey is to be conducted to gather the views of local 

people 

 The next COG meeting will be held at The Lamb on Thursday 7
th

 March commencing 

at 7.30pm and will take the form of a brainstorming session to identify priorities for 

the next stage of the Parish Plan 

 It was agreed that the clerk should write to Councillor Jones requesting that 

Willaston, including Colleys Lane, be included within the Nantwich LAP 
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     161 UPDATE ON THE PURCHASE OF A SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE 

     A SID and tripod has now been ordered and delivery is expected in early February.  Once it  

     has been received the Speedwatch Team will get together for training on use of the device. 

 

      162 UPDATE ON THE WALKING ROUTE TO MALBANK SCHOOL 

      Following strong representations from parents, the school and councillors, there is to be a  

      further review of school walking routes led by Borough Councillor Rachel Bailey, with no 

      changes to be implemented prior to the start of the new academic year in September 2013. 

       

      163 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN CONSULTATION 

      As part of the Local Plan, Cheshire East Council has now produced a Development Strategy  

      and an Emerging Policy Principles document.  Public consultation will take place on these  

      documents between 15
th

 January and 26
th

 February 2013. 

      RESOLVED : that the clerk should respond to the consultation re-iterating the requirement to  

      maintain the Green Gap in line with the public petitions, and pointing out that the Open  

      Strategic Gap area is not clearly defined.  Objections should also be submitted to the Muller 

      Homes proposal off  Middlewich Road. 

 

      164 NO.9 BUS SERVICE TO ROPE LANE SURGERY 

      The no.9 bus service was amended by D & G on 2
nd

 January 2013 to run on a commercial  

      basis, following the removal of financial support by Cheshire East Council, which has led to  

      complaints from some residents.  The possibility of using Dial-a-Ride was suggested, and it  

      was agreed that the clerk should write to Councillor Jones to see whether any further  

      assistance can be provided. 

 

      165 WISTASTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL CIVIC SERVICE 
      RESOLVED : that Councillor Flackett will represent Willaston Parish Council at the  

      service. 

 

      166 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 

      The clerk reported that the application form had been received for the 2013 North West in 

      Bloom Competition and the entry fee this year is £80. 

      RESOLVED : that the clerk should submit the 2013 entry. 

 

      167 REPORT OF THE CLERK 

      The clerk presented his usual written report and made particular comment on :- 

 Wain Homes has written to the council regarding a proposal to build 21 new houses 

off Cheerbrook Road.  It was agreed that the council should not enter into dialogue on 

this matter at this stage 

 The process to fill the vacancy on the council created by the sad passing of Councillor 

Harding will commence in early February 
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      168 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £1,889.74 as detailed in the attached schedule be 

approved for payment. 

 

      169 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

      This was confirmed as 26
th

 February 2013. 

 
       

 

Chairman………………………………………. Date……………………. 

 

 

WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

 

29
th

 JANUARY 2013  

 

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No 

Mid Cheshire Hospital Trust – Rose Queen  32.60 101965 

M Langhorn – January net salary  496.46   

- Wreath for Councillor Harding 50.00   

- Petty cash 16.80 563.26 101966 

H M Revenue & Customs – tax and NI on clerk`s 

salary                    

 124.00 101967 

C F Todd – printer ink  59.98 101968 

Sign People Ltd – playground notice  36.00 101969 

Johnsons of Nantwich Ltd – printing newsletter  92.00 101970 

Dave Espley – playground repairs  25.00 101971 

Dave Espley – playground inspection  40.00 101972 

Crewe Road Nurseries – winter plants  178.08 101973 

St Mary`s Wistaston PCC – room hire  42.00 101974 

North West in Bloom – 2013 entry fee  80.00 101975 

Willaston Fish Bar – refreshments at carol singing  100.00 101976 

PWLB – loan repayment  516.82 DDR 

Total  1,889.74  

 

 

 

 

Chairman…………………………………………. Date……………………………… 


