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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 COUNCIL MEETING 

29
th

 OCTOBER 2013   

 

 

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones, S Brazier, M T Carter, M R Crimes, J M Flackett,   

D W Lewis, S Potts, C F Todd & K Ward. 

Apologies : Parish Councillor A J Cutts, W E Kirby & F R Morton. 

Cheshire East Councillors B Silvester & M Simon. 

 

 

      91 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

      Councillors Brazier & Todd declared an interest with regard to the Green Gap, due to their  

      involvement with the Green Gap Action Group.  Councillor Brazier also declared an interest  

      with regard to the Parish Plan Implementation due to her membership of the Communities  

      Opportunities Group.  Councillor Carter declared an interest with regard to the request from 

      St Mary`s Church for a donation towards the upkeep of the churchyard and did not take part  

      in the debate or vote on this matter. 

 

92 MINUTES 

RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24
th

 September 2013 be 

approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

Matters arising :- 

 The Chairman reported that Dr Heald had now attended a meeting with Arriva Trains 

to discuss the potential re-opening of Willaston Railway Station.  It was agreed by 

majority vote that this council should support in principle the review into the re-

opening of the station. 

 The Chairman wished to place on record his congratulations to the Cheshire 

Community Pride Award winners. 

 

93 OPEN FORUM 

The following items were raised by members of the public :- 

 The drains on Oak Bank Close are overflowing and the gulley cleaner has not been 

seen in the area recently. 

 The no. 84 bus has been continuing along Crewe Road rather than following the 

allotted route through Willaston village because of a perceived problem with parked 

cars blocking the route. 
 

      94 POLICING ISSUES 

      Sergeant Bennett sent his apologies as he had to attend a course this evening, but Councillor  

      Todd reported that the priorities set for the next quarter were once again speeding and anti- 

      social behaviour.  The Speedwatch team have been out with the SID around the village  

      recently, including on Murrayfield Drive following complaints from a resident.   

      It was also reported that the book box had recently been vandalised, but was now restored. 
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      95 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 

      The following matters were reported by Councillors Simon and Silvester :- 

 The Cheerbrook Road planning application will be considered by the Strategic 

Planning Board on 6
th

 November and has been recommended for approval due to the 

lack of a five year supply of housing land in Cheshire East.  It was also noted that 

some of the online responses to this application had been lost and needed to be 

resubmitted. 

 Councillor Silvester has made representations to Cheshire East Council regarding the 

suspension of the garden waste collection service. 

 A request has been made for the gulleys to be cleared on Eastern Road. 

 Cheshire East Council has asked the police and PCSO`s to tackle inconsiderate 

parking in the village. 

 Councillor Simon attended a Fire Service training session at the Redsands site and 

reported that it was very professional and well organised. 

 It was agreed at a Wistaston Ward meeting that there will be a review of the speed 

limit on Crewe Road. 

 The hedge on the Nantwich bypass between the Peacock roundabout and the 

Sainsburys roundabout is to be cut back. 

 Councillor Simon reported that, although she had received several complaints from 

Wistaston residents about the suspension of the garden waste collections, she had not 

received any complaints from residents in the north ward of Willaston. 

 

      96 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

      13/3846N – Proposed garden walls to boundaries & proposed single storey extension, 6 

      Cheerbrook Mews 

      No objections 

      13/4054N – Proposed single storey extension to link house with garage and part conversion  

      of garage into utility room, 7 Balmoral Place 

      No objections 

      13/3870N – Single storey rear extension (after demolition of existing), 15 The Paddock 

      No objections 

      13/4124N – Proposed detached house (two bed starter home), 4 Park Road 

      Objections submitted on the grounds of the lack of space around the proposed development,  

      the proximity to the railway line, the lack of parking provision, potential surface drainage  

      issues, and the incompatibility with the street scene. 

      13/4211N – Re-submission of a previously approved application for a first floor extension,  

      previous reference PO2/1408, 217 Colleys Lane 

      No objections 

      Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 

      13/3168N – Proposed single storey rear extension, 63 Moorfields – approved 
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      97 GREEN GAP POLICY UPDATE 

      Councillor Kirby was unable to attend the meeting but provided a written report from the  

      Green Gap Action Team, which was circulated to members.  This gave an update on the  

      meetings held with Edward Timpson MP and Nick Boles, the Planning Minister.  It also 

      made reference to the recent decision to uphold a planning appeal on a Sandbach site on the  

      grounds that Cheshire East does not have a five year supply of housing land. 

      The Cheshire East Council Leader, Michael Jones, also attended the meeting and explained  

      the situation regarding the five year supply of housing land, and gave assurances that 

      everything would be done to expedite completion of the local plan. 

 

      98 PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT  

      Nothing to report. 

 

      99 ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 2014 VILLAGE FETE 

      It was agreed in principle that the a village fete should be organised again in 2014 and that  

      funding would be considered at the budget meeting in November. 

 

      100 SUSPENSION OF THE GARDEN WASTE COLLECTION 

      Cheshire East Council has given notice that it intends to suspend the garden waste collection  

      service for a period of 4 months from 18
th

 November 2013 until 14
th

 March 2014, prompting  

      complaints from residents.  This effectively means that, for Willaston residents, the final  

      collection this year will be on 4
th

 November and the first collection next year will be on 24
th

  

      March, due to the way that the collection calendar falls. The Council Leader, Michael Jones,  

      agreed that this would be unacceptable and offered to arrange an additional collection on 18
th

  

      November. 

 

      101 WYBUNBURY UNITED CHARITIES 

      The Chairman reported that another Administrator was required to assist in distribution of  

      funds following the death of Councillor Harding last year.  Councillor Ward volunteered to  

      take on the role. 

 

      102 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 
      Councillor Lewis reported that Willaston had once again won a Silver Gilt Award in the  

      North West in Bloom Competition, falling just short of the Gold Award winners. 

      Next year there will be four themes to Willaston in Bloom covering the 100 years  

      commemoration of World War I, the Football World Cup, the Commonwealth Games, and  

      the 50 years celebration of Britain in Bloom.  Quotations for planting and maintenance have  

      been obtained and a contribution of £6,000 from the parish council is being sought, which is  

      to be considered at the budget meeting in November. 

      The Council Leader, Michael Jones, was impressed by the achievements of the Willaston in  

      Bloom team and agreed to make contact with Councillor Lewis to explore whether Cheshire  

      East could provide any financial assistance. 
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      103 RESTORATION OF THE WAR MEMORIAL 

      Councillor Flackett had obtained two quotations for restoration of the war memorial, which  

      covered replacement of the plaques as well as cleaning.  It was agreed that a site meeting  

      should be held at the war memorial at 10am this coming Saturday morning (2
nd

 November) 

      to decide exactly what work needs to be undertaken. 

 

      104 REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

      Reverend Ken Sambrook has again agreed to lead the Remembrance Service this year. 

      Councillor Crimes has spoken to a professional bugler who has agreed to play at the service  

      for a fee of £40.  It was agreed that his fee should be paid if a volunteer cannot be found to  

      play at no cost.  The scouts and the primary school have agreed to attend the service. 

      The clerk will ask Chris Mountford to cut the grass on the village green prior to the service. 

 

      105 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS AND CAROL SINGING ON THE GREEN 

      Councillor Flackett will check that the Christmas tree lights are still in working order and 

      will arrange with Judy Heywood for them to be plugged into her electricity point. 

      Councillor Crimes has arranged for the primary school to attend the carol singing on the  

      village green, which will be held on Monday 16
th

 December commencing at 7pm. 

 

      106 ST MARY`S CHURCH – UPKEEP OF THE CHURCHYARD 

      A request has been received from St Mary`s Church office seeking a donation towards the  

      upkeep of the churchyard. 

      RESOLVED : that a donation of £250 be made. 

 

      107 REPORT OF THE CLERK 

      The clerk presented his usual written report and made particular reference to an email  

      received from a representative of the Willaston Pre-School Committee which is seeking a  

      new Chairperson and inviting applications. 

       

      108 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £1,041.05 as detailed in the attached schedule be 

approved for payment. 

 

      109 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

      This was confirmed as 26
th

 November 2013. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman………………………………………. Date……………………... 
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WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

 

29
th

 OCTOBER 2013  

 

 

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No 

M Langhorn – October net salary  501.50   

- Petty cash 14.60 516.10 102062 

H M Revenue & Customs – tax and NI on 

clerk`s salary                    

 125.20 102063 

Chris Mountford – grass cutting in village  194.00 102064 

Chris Mouintford – BIB planting & maintenance  50.00 102064 

St Mary`s Wistaston PCC – hire of room  69.00 102065 

Dave Espley – quarterly playground inspection  40.00 102066 

J M Flacket – chains for war memorial  10.00 102067 

ChALC – Good Councillors Guide  36.75 102068 

Total  1,041.05  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman…………………………………………. Date……………………………… 


