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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 COUNCIL MEETING 
30th OCTOBER 2012   

 
 

Present : Parish Councillors C F Todd (Chairman), S Brazier, M R Crimes, J M Flackett,       
B Harding, W E Kirby, D W Lewis, F R Morton & S Potts. 
Cheshire East Councillor B Silvester. 
Apologies : Parish Councillors A J Cutts, M R Jones & S J Renkel-Clarke. 

 
      109 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
      Councillors Brazier, Todd and Kirby declared an interest with regard to the Green 
      Gap, due to their involvement with the Green Gap Action Group.  Councillor Brazier also  
      declared an interest with regard to the Parish Plan Implementation due to her membership of   
      the Communities Opportunities Group.  Councillor Morton declared an interest with regard  
      to the request for a donation from St Mary`s Church. 
       

110 MINUTES 
RESOLVED : that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 25th September 2012 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
111 OPEN FORUM 

      Four young people attended the meeting and presented a petition signed by approximately 20  
      people requesting the provision of a skate park facility on the playing field.  They suggested  
      that there were a large number of teenagers living in the village, but very little provision for  
      them in the way of amenities. 
 
      112 SKATE PARK FACILITIES ON THE PLAYING FIELD 
      In view of the representations made during the Open Forum the Chairman proposed that this  
      item be brought forward on the agenda and the meeting agreed. 
      The costs, responsibilities and benefits of providing a skate park facility were debated and,  
      whilst some members were keen to support the idea, others pointed out that there was no 
      mandate for the expenditure involved on this kind of project.  The provision of skate park  
      facilities was not something which was raised during the Parish Planning process and 20 
      signatures on a petition represents less than 1% of the population of the parish.  It was  
      suggested that the young people and their representatives should take their proposal to the  
      Communities Opportunities Group (COG) to be considered as part of the review of Parish  
      Plan actions going forward.  In that way a clearer indication could be obtained of the level of  
      support for such a project from the community as a whole and a more detailed proposal of  
      the community`s requirements and potential sources of funding could be drawn up.   
      RESOLVED : that the proposal should be put to the COG and that the matter should not be 
      included on a future parish council agenda until a report can be provided including details of  
      wider community consultation, outline costings and potential sources of funding. 
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      113 POLICING ISSUES 
      The quarterly cluster meeting was held last week and priorities were agreed for the coming  
      quarter, which once again focused on speeding and anti-social behaviour.  There were 39  
      reported offences in the Wybunbury cluster during the last quarter, of which the vast majority  
      involved either theft or criminal damage. 
      The traffic police have also been active throughout the Crewe & Nantwich area recently and  
      have recorded several traffic offences 
 
      114 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 
      Councillor Silvester reported on the following matters : 

• A request has been put to the Borough Council for the provision of a dog bin on the 
footpath running alongside the primary school from the end of Derwent Close, but the 
council have responded advising that there is no funding available for this.  However, 
the Dog Wardens will be asked to patrol the area. 

• Councillor Silvester has also written to the Police Authority supporting the case for 
PCSO`s to be given the power to issue fixed penalty notices for speeding offences, 
but is still awaiting a reply. 
 

      The Chairman also referred to the recent ChALC Annual Meeting, on which a written report  
      was provided by Councillor Kirby.  It was reported that the leader of Cheshire East Council  
      had expressed an aspiration to get the Green Gap re-designated as Green Belt.  This was  
      considered by the meeting to be unnecessary and undesirable, and that the Green Gap should  
      be retained in its present form. 
 
      115 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
      12/3511N – Two storey side and single storey rear extensions, 45 Colleys Lane 
      No objections 
      12/3688N – Construction of a single storey side and rear wrap-around extension comprising  
      a mono-pitch type roof, Park View, Coppice Road 
      No objections 
      Cheshire East Council planning decisions : 
      12/3150N –Renewal of permission P08/0702 for first floor extension above garage and rear  
      single storey extension and alterations, 70 Park Road – approved 
      12/3155N – Rear extension and alterations and conversion of roof space of existing  
      bungalow into bedrooms, resubmission following refusal of 12/0939N, 9 Hollybush Crescent  
      - approved 
 
      116 GREEN GAP POLICY UPDATE 
      Councillor Kirby reported that 1,100 letters had been hand delivered to the Planning Dept. at  
      Cheshire East Council supporting retention of the Green Gap policy.  Councillor Kirby has  
      also submitted comments to the Crewe Chronicle regarding the concerns of the WGGAT,  
      which were published in the letters page of a recent edition of the newspaper.   
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      117 PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION REPORT  
      The next COG meeting is to be held in early November. 
 
      118 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
      Councillor Todd confirmed that Cheshire East Council had now confirmed receipt of the  
      Supplementary Planning Document submitted by this council. 
 
      119 THE LETTIE SPENCER PLAYING FIELD GATES 
      Councillor Lewis reported that he had obtained two quotations from local traders to strip 
      down the playing field gates to the bare metal and re-paint.  The two quotations were for  
      £480 and £850 respectively.  Councillor Lewis advised that both tradesmen were well known  
      to him and he had seen previous examples of satisfactory work by both. 
      RESOLVED : that the quotation of £480 from Andy May of All Seasons Building should be  
      accepted and that he should be asked to proceed with the work. 
 
      120 PURCHASE OF A SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE 
      Councillor Todd circulated details of a selection of Speed Indicator Devices which are  
      available to purchase, together with the associated costs.  The clerk also advised that he had  
      received a quotation from Zurich Insurance to insure a Viasis Mini SID against theft and  
      damage at an additional premium of £28.77 per annum.  Questions were raised as to who  
      would store and manage the device, but it was felt that there were enough willing volunteers  
      to ensure that it would be well used. 
      RESOLVED : that an order should be placed to purchase a Viasis Mini SID package, to  
      include SID, Data buffer, Spare battery and Lockable mounting kit, at a total cost of £2,999 +  
      VAT. 
 
      121 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 
      Councillor Lewis reported that he had attended the North West in Bloom Presentation last  
      week, along with Councillor Crimes and Ken Dentith, and was delighted to advise that  
      Willaston had won a Silver Gilt Award for the first time ever.  Councillor Lewis thanked  
      everybody who had played a part in achieving the award, including local residents who had  
      tended their private gardens to a high standard. 
 
      122 FUNDING OF THE 2013 SUMMER FETE 
      A proposal was put forward by members of the voluntary Summer Fete organising group that  
      an allowance of £50 per head be provided in 2013 towards the cost of dresses for the Rose  
      Queen and her two attendants, with a further allowance of £50 towards accessories.  There  
      was also a request for the Summer Fete budget to be made available to the volunteers. 
      RESOLVED : that an allowance of up to £50 per head towards the cost of dresses for the 
      Rose Queen and two attendants, and an allowance of up to £50 in total towards accessories,  
      be agreed, on the understanding that this will only be paid upon production of  a valid receipt  
      and that these terms and conditions should be included within the original Rose Queen  
      application form for the sake of clarity.  However, all payments in respect of the Summer  
      Fete must be approved by the council and should be submitted through the clerk. 



2355 
      123 REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 
      The annual Remembrance Day Service will be held on the village green on Sunday 11th  
      November commencing at 1.30pm.  The clerk confirmed that he has spoken to Reverend  
      Sambrook who has agreed to lead the service.  The British Legion and Scout Group have  
      been invited to attend and Orders of Service will be provided on the day.  Councillor Lewis  
      advised that the flower beds on the village green will be planted up prior to the service. 
 
      124 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS AND CAROL SINGING ON THE GREEN 
      Councillor Flackett will check that the Christmas tree lights are still in working order and  
      will arrange for them to be switched on at the end of November.  The carol singing on the  
      village green will take place on Tuesday 18th December commencing at 7pm and the  
      provision of refreshments was discussed. 
      RESOLVED : that Councillor Crimes be requested to provide refreshments at a total cost of  
      up to £100. 
 
      125 ST MARY`S CHURCH – UPKEEP OF THE CHURCHYARD 
      A request has been received from St Mary`s Church office seeking a donation towards the  
      upkeep of the churchyard. 
      RESOLVED : that a donation of £250 be made. 
 
      126 REPORT OF THE CLERK 
      The clerk presented his usual written report.  
 
      127 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £1,068.86 as detailed in the attached schedule be 
approved for payment. 

 
      128 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
      This was confirmed as 27th November 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman………………………………………. Date……………………. 
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WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 
 

30th OCTOBER 2012  
 
 

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No
M Langhorn – October net salary  496.26   

- Purchase of printer ink 23.88   
- Petty cash 9.20 529.34 101948 

H M Revenue & Customs – tax and NI on 
clerk`s salary                    

 124.20 101949 

Chris Mountford & Family – Grass cutting  112.00 101950 
St Mary`s Wistaston – hire of meeting room  63.00 101951 
D W Lewis – BIB expenses  61.92 101952 
J M Flackett – engraving of Allotment cup  4.00 101953 
Dave Espley – Quarterly playground inspection  40.00 101954 
Willaston Fish Bar – BIB Presentation catering  134.40 101955 
Total  1,068.86  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman…………………………………………. Date……………………………… 


