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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

  COUNCIL MEETING 
31st OCTOBER 2017   

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones, C Bailey, A J Cutts, R Greenwood, A Jones,       
D W Lewis, F R Morton, W Salisbury, C F Todd & K Ward. 
Cheshire East Councillor S Pochin. 

      Apologies : Parish Councillors S Brazier & J M Flackett. 
      Cheshire East Councillor M Simon.                                                            

      81 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
      There were no declarations of interest. 

82 MINUTES 
RESOLVED : that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th September 2017 be approved 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

      Matters arising :- The Chairman reported that the minutes of the Crewe Town Council  
      meeting for local parishes had now been circulated and asked members to contact him  
      with any issues arising from there which they would like to be included for discussion on  
      the November meeting agenda. 

83 OPEN FORUM 
A resident enquired about the arrangements for the Willaston White Star bonfire.  The 
Chairman advised that the parish council had no involvement with the event. 

84 POLICING ISSUES 
      The recent cluster meeting was postponed due to the storm taking up police resources on  
      the day and is to be rescheduled in the new year. 

      85 CHESHIRE EAST COUNCILLORS REPORT 
      Councillor Pochin reported on the following matters :- 

•  She spoke today on behalf of residents at the first day of the Park Road appeal 
and feels that there is a strong case for the appeal to be set aside now that Cheshire 
East Council has its Local Plan in place and the Willaston Neighbourhood Plan is 
at Regulation 18 stage.  Twelve local residents also attended the appeal hearing 

• Neighbouring residents of 43 Eastern Road have been visited regarding planning 
application 17/5035N and there are serious concerns about this representing a 
significant over development of the site which would result in a loss of privacy.  
Those concerns have been expressed to the Planning Department at Cheshire East 
Council 

• The appeal against the rejection of double yellow lines at the junction of Park 
Mills Close and Wistaston Road is proceeding 

• An application has also now been submitted for the introduction of double yellow 
lines at the junction of Eastern Road and Wybunbury Road 
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      Councillor Simon was unable to attend the meeting but submitted a written report as  
      follows :- 

•  The Redsands planning application has been recommended for approval to the 
Southern Planning Committee which will consider it at the meeting on Wednesday 

• Retrospective planning application 17/4316N for rear fire escape and outbuilding 
on land to the rear of 9 Brassey Court - two visits have been made to the residents 
of numbers 10 and 11 Brassey Court to discuss their concerns and an application 
has been made to call the application in to the Southern Planning Committee, but 
the request has been refused. 

• Cheshire East Council and the appropriate portfolio holder have been lobbied to 
retain the number 78 bus service at weekends to enable residents to travel into 
Nantwich and to Leighton Hospital 

      
      86 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
      17/5035N - Proposed development of two semi-detached houses and relocation of   
      vehicular access to existing dwelling, 43 Eastern Road 
      Objections submitted on the grounds of over development and loss of privacy 
      17/5199N - Proposed garage extension and conversion, 5 Illidge Close 
      Concerns to be expressed over the loss of a parking space 
      17/5274N - Reserved matters for the construction of 5 dwellings, 44 Cheerbrook Road 
      No objections 
      17/5280N - Variation of condition 5 on approval 17/2958N, 44 Cheerbrook Road 
      No objections 
      Cheshire East Council decisions 
      17/3567N - Extensions and alterations to existing house, 338 Crewe Road - approved 
      87 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  
      The Neighbourhood Plan referendum will take place on Thursday 7th December and it  
      will be a normal election day with the polling station open from 7am to 10pm.  A flyer  
      will be included in the next newsletter advising residents that the referendum will be  
      taking place.  A further meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee will take place  
      during the week commencing 20th November. 

      88 BRITAIN IN BLOOM 
      Five members of the Britain in Bloom team will be attending the North West in Bloom  
      Awards Ceremony in Southport on 3rd November, where it is anticipated that they will be  
      collecting some awards for Willaston.  The summer planting is still looking good and it  
      was agreed to leave the existing plants in place for the Remembrance Service.         
      The Presentation Evening for the local competition will take place at Willaston Social  
      Club on Monday 6th November commencing at 7pm. 

      89 REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 2017 
      The Remembrance Service will be held at the War Memorial on Sunday 12th November  
      commencing at 1.30pm and a fee of £50 was agreed for the bugler.  The Chairman will  
      order the wreath and crosses and will contact Reverend Sambrook.  
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      90 WILLASTON CIVIC SERVICE 2018 
      The likely date for the 2018 service will be late April, but no formal proposal for a  
      specific date and budget has yet been produced.  It was, therefore, agreed to defer this  
      item to the November meeting. 

      91 VILLAGE FETE 2018 
      Councillor Lewis advised that both he and Councillor Flackett would be standing down  
      from the Village Fete Committee and no replacements had been found at this stage.  It  
      was agreed that an item should be included in the next newsletter seeking volunteers to  
      organise the event. 
      It is still intended to continue with the Rose Queen ceremony, which could possibly be  
      included as part of the Civic Service if the village fete does not take place. 
      The Chairman thanked Councillors Lewis and Flackett for their past efforts in organising  
      the event. 

      92 GREEN SPACE PLANTING 
      Councillor Bailey reported that the Woodland Trust had agreed to provide 270 saplings  
      for planting around the village.  It was agreed that a community tree planting day should  
      be held on Sunday 19th November at the playing field to plant saplings in line with an  
      agreed plan.  Contact is to be made with the scout group and the school to see whether  
      they may wish to be involved. 
      Some of the saplings will also be planted at The Spinney and Councillor Bailey also 
      reported that the new bench at The Spinney had now been installed. 

      93 CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTS AND CAROL SINGING ON THE GREEN 
      The carol singing on the village green will take place on Thursday 14th December.   
      Councillor Lewis will arrange for the Christmas lights to be in place by early December  
      and will contact the school regarding the carol singing.  It was agreed that Mike Crimes  
      should once again be asked to provide refreshments up to a budget of £130 excluding  
      VAT. 

      94 VENUE FOR FUTURE COUNCIL MEETINGS 
      Councillor Bailey put forward a proposal to alternate the venue of parish council  
      meetings each month between St Luke’s Church Hall and St John’s Chapel in order to 
      provide easier access for residents in different areas of the village.  After some discussion  
      it was decided that alternating the venue each month between different venues could  
      cause some confusion and uncertainty in the minds of residents, and an amended proposal  
      was put forward to try a different venue for a given period of time to see whether this  
      generates any fresh interest. 
      RESOLVED : that the clerk should contact St John’s Chapel to enquire about the  
      possibility of holding the first six monthly meetings of 2018 on their premises, with the  
      situation to be reviewed again for the second half of next year. 
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      95 BUDGET ITEMS FOR 2018/19 
      Reference was made to the need to provide in the 2018/19 budget for the cost of  
      developing the council website and it was agreed that the clerk should seek a quotation  
      for the migration of the existing website to the Neighbourhood Plan website. 
      Councillor Bailey also requested that allowance be made in the budget for a new notice  
      board and the refurbishment of the shelter on the playing field. 

      96  REPORT OF THE CLERK 
      The clerk presented his usual written report and made particular reference to the  
      following items :- 

•  There has once again this year been problems with the delivery of the skip to the 
allotment site.  It was requested for 19th October but had still not arrived as at 
today, resulting in complaints from those tenants who use it.  The cost of hiring a 
skip of that size commercially is almost £200 + VAT and it is only actually used 
by very few tenants who get to it first - it is usually full within a few hours of its 
arrival.  It was agreed, therefore, that tenants should be advised that there will be 
no skip in future and that they will have to either compost their waste or take it to 
the recycling centre at Pyms Lane 

• Cheshire East Council has now obtained a quotation of £17,691.81 for the 
installation of a zip wire on the playing field, the cost of which will be covered by 
the s106 monies from phase one of the Cheerbrook Road housing development.  It 
was agreed that the clerk should request Cheshire East Council to proceed with the 
installation. 

      97 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
RESOLVED : that the accounts totalling £1,449.07 as detailed in the attached schedule be 
approved for payment. 

      98 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
      This was confirmed as 28th November 2017. 

Chairman………………………………………. Date……………………. 
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WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

SCHEDULE OF ACCOUNTS 

31st OCTOBER 2017 

Chairman…………………………………………. Date……………………………… 

Details of Payment £ £ Cheque No

M Langhorn - September net salary 517.48

                     - Petty cash 14.46 531.94 102467

H M Revenue & Customs - tax on salary 129.40 102468

Chris Mountford - grass cutting in the village 291.00 102469

Dave Espley - Quarterly playground inspection 45.00 102470

Poppy Appeal - Rose Queen wreath 15.00 102471

J M Flackett - Rose Queen & Allotment Cup 15.00 102472

Cheshire Community Action - NP consultancy 187.48 102473

C T Bailey - civic service & bench expenses 24.25 102474

Willaston in Bloom prizes :-

J Hughes 20.00 102475

G Wilcox 10.00 102476

J M Flackett 30.00 102477

S Smith 20.00 102478

J M Smith 10.00 102479

A Botham - Nags Head 30.00 102480

Willaston Social Club 20.00 102481

Willaston Bowling Club 10.00 102482

Local Allotment Competition prizes :-

P Brownbill 30.00 102483

M Platt 20.00 102484

J Bebbington 10.00 102485

Total Total 1,449.07




