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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

28
th

 APRIL 2015   

 

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones (Chairman), S Brazier, M T Carter, A J Cutts,            

J M Flackett, D W Lewis, F R Morton, S Potts, C F Todd & K Ward.                                               

      Cheshire East Councillor M Simon and 3 members of the public.  

Apologies : Parish Councillor W E Kirby. 

Cheshire East Councillor : B Silvester. 

 

1 CHAIRMAN`S REPORT 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, explained the order of the agenda and 

thanked the members of the council for their work during the year.  He then reported on the 

business of the Council during the last 12 months, making particular reference to the 

following issues. 

 

      Make up of the Parish Council 

 

 There has been no change in the make up of the parish council over the last 12 

months. 

 

Parish Plan Group 

 

 The Willaston Community Opportunities Group (COG for short) has continued to 

implement actions from the Parish Plan during the year and is currently in the process 

of reviewing its plans going forward. 

 More to follow in their own presentation. 

 

Village Summer Fete 

 

 Thanks go to Councillors John Flackett and Wayne Lewis and their team of helpers 

for organising the  Summer Fete last July.  The event was a great success and a 

variety of activities were enjoyed by many local people. 

 Ffion Owen was crowned as the Willaston Rose Queen. 

 This year`s Summer Fete will be held on Sunday 12
th

 July and any residents who 

would like to be involved in organising the event would be most welcome. 

 

Traffic Management 

 

 Speeding remains a key concern within certain areas of the village and this continues 

to be monitored by the Speedwatch team. 

 The Speed Indicator Device is regularly deployed at various locations around the 

village. 

 Parking also continues to be a problem and residents are asked to show respect for 

their neighbours and park within the law. 



2499 
 

Local Police 

 

 PC Sarah Marson has continued to have responsibility for Willaston with help from 

PCSO Nick Jarvis 

 The council continues to work closely with the police and particular success has been 

achieved in reducing anti-social behaviour over the last couple of years. 

 

Planning 

 

 The number of planning applications within the village reduced to 31 within the last 

12 months, compared with 39 in the previous year. 

 There are two significant applications waiting to be heard for a total of some 300 

houses on land off Cheerbrook Road and Park Road.  The parish council has 

submitted objections to both of these applications as the land is within the Green Gap.  

The cheerbrook Road application has recently been refused by Cheshire East Council, 

but may be taken to appeal.  The Park Road application is still waiting to be heard by 

the Strategis Planning Board. 

 There was some recent good news with the appeal decision on the Moorfields 

application being set aside at the judicial review, and that will now have to be heard 

again. 

 The parish council is currently in the early stages of formulating a Neighbourhood 

Plan with a view to preventing speculative and unplanned development within the 

village.  Volunteers are required to on a working group. 

 

Britain in Bloom 

 

 Willaston was successful once again in the 2014 North West in Bloom Competition, 

achieving a Silver Gilt Award for the third successive year. 

 Work on some of the larger beds continues to be contracted out, but thanks must also 

go to the hard work put in by a small band of volunteers.  New volunteers are always 

welcome. 

 The themed beds which were planted in 2014 for the 100 year commemoration of 

World War I, the FIFA World Cup, and 50 years of Britain in Bloom were a great 

success. 

 

Playing Field, Wybunbury Road 

 

 The new children`s play area continues to be well used, but we need to listen 

attentively to the needs of teenagers as well as younger children. 

 

Mike Heywood Green  

 

 Moorfields Corner remains the show piece of the village with its floral displays.  The 

Carol Service held on the green in December was well attended once again. 
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War Memorial 

 

 The war memorial at the junction of Colleys Lane and Crewe Road was completely 

renovated early last year and the Remembrance Service in November was held there 

for the first time in many years.  The service was very well attended and received 

many compliments on the arrangements. 

 

Allotments 

 

 The allotments continue to be very popular, but there is currently one plot available.  

Anyone interested should contact the clerk. 

 

Parish Finances 

 

 Having decided to reduce the precept to £18,000 for each of the last 5 years in view 

of the difficult economic conditions still prevailing, the council has again agreed to 

maintain the 2015/16 precept at the same level, and will fall back on reserves where 

necessary.  

 Financial assistance was provided during the year to St Mary`s Church towards the 

upkeep of the graveyard, to Willaston White Star Football Club towards the cost of 

the bonfire and firework display, and to Nantwich Museum. 

 The council operated with a deficit of £6,678 during the year, which was covered 

from reserves.  Expenditure increased by £6,356 due to various extraordinary items 

including £3,420 for restoration of the war memorial, £2,155 for new safety surfacing 

at the children`s playground, and £864 to remove a large damaged and decaying oak 

tree on the playing field.  

 

 Conclusion 

 

 The life of a Parish Councillor continues to be a busy one, but every effort is made to 

act in the best interests of the village residents. I must take this opportunity to thank a 

number of people. 

 Firstly to the four Councillors who are not continuing in the new Council. All four 

have made different contributions in the past five years and their experience and 

knowledge will be greatly missed.  

 Secondly to Councillor Colin Todd for being my deputy, keeping me on the straight 

track and for taking a leading role on planning applications. 

 Thirdly to our Clerk, Martin, for his continuing commitment to the Parish and his 

help and expertise to me as your Chairman. 

 Fourthly to all you Councillors for your full support. 

 Thank you. 
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2 WILLASTON COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES GROUP 

      Councillor Cutts reported on the activities of the Communities Opportunities Group (COG).   

      The COG was originally formed in 2010 to implement the Parish Plan.  There are currently  

      ten members and it usually meets on a monthly basis.  Approximately 70% of the actions in  

      the Parish Plan have now been achieved and thanks must go to the hard work of all those  

      involved.  The remaining actions relate largely to long term aspirations, such as the  

      requirement for a village hall.  Some of the actions completed in the last 12 months are :- 

1. The COG notice board has been moved to a more prominent position close to the 

book box. 

2. A litter picking group was formed, although support for this has recently fallen away. 

3. A crochet group has been set up. 

 

       It may be that COG has now run its course and a meeting is to be held in mid May to discuss  

       the future of the group. 

       The Chairman thanked all those involved with COG for their hard work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chairman………………………………………. Date………………………… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 


