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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

29
th

 APRIL 2014   

 

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones (Chairman), M T Carter, M R Crimes, A J Cutts,       

J M Flackett, W E Kirby, D W Lewis, C F Todd & K Ward.                                               

      Cheshire East Councillor M Simon and 5 members of the public.  

Apologies : Parish Councillors S Brazier, F R Morton & S Potts. 

Cheshire East Councillor : B Silvester. 

 

1 CHAIRMAN`S REPORT 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, explained the order of the agenda and 

thanked the members of the council for their work during the year.  He then reported on the 

business of the Council during the last 12 months, making particular reference to the 

following issues. 

 

      Make up of the Parish Council 

 

 In April last year Mike Carter was co-opted on to the council to fill the vacancy created 

by the resignation of Jane Renkel-Clarke.  Mike has served as a parish councillor in 

Willaston before and we are pleased to welcome him back. 

 

The Council Year 

 

Parish Plan Group 

 

 The Willaston Community Opportunities Group (COG for short) has continued to 

implement actions from the Parish Plan during the year and is currently in the process 

of reviewing its plans going forward. 

 More to follow in their own presentation. 

 

Village Summer Fete 

 

 Thanks go to Councillor John Flackett and his team of helpers for organising the  

Summer Fete last July.  The event was a great success and a variety of activities were 

enjoyed by many local people. 

 Gladys Llewellyn was crowned as the Willaston Rose Queen, whilst the retiring Rose 

Queen, Amy Smallman, was recognised at the Cheshire Pride Awards after raising 

over £3,700 for the One in Eleven Appeal during her year in office. 

 This year`s Summer Fete will be held on Sunday 20
th

 July and any residents who 

would like to be involved in organising the event would be most welcome. 
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Traffic Management 

 

 Speeding remains a key concern within certain areas of the village and this continues 

to be monitored by the Speedwatch team. 

 Last year the council purchased its own Speed Indicator Device, which has been 

regularly deployed around the village in various different locations in an attempt to 

encourage drivers to watch their speed. 

 

Local Police 

 

 PC Sarah Marson has continued to have responsibility for Willaston with help from 

PCSO Nick Jarvis. 

 The council continues to work closely with the police and particular success has been 

achieved in reducing anti-social behaviour over the last couple of years. 

 

Planning 

 

 The number of planning applications within the village increased to 39 within the last 

12 months, compared with 28 in the previous year – a sign that the economy is 

picking up. 

 There have been three particularly contentious applications for significant new 

developments off Cheerbrook Road, Eastern Road and Moorfields.  The parish 

council has submitted strong objections to each of these developments, all of which 

fall within the Green Gap.  Unfortunately the Cheerbrook development was 

eventually approved and an outcome on the other two is still awaited. 

 

Britain in Bloom 

 

 Willaston was successful once again in the 2013 North West in Bloom Competition, 

achieving a Silver Gilt Award for the second consecutive year.  

 Work on some of the larger beds continues to be contracted out, but thanks must also 

go to the hard work put in by a small band of volunteers.  New volunteers are always 

welcome. 

 There are big plans for 2014 with themed beds to include the 100 year 

commemoration of World War I, the FIFA World Cup, and 50 years of Britain in 

Bloom. 

 

Playing Field, Wybunbury Road 

 

 The children`s play area continues to be well used. 
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Mike Heywood Green  

 

 Moorfields Corner remains the show piece of the village with its floral displays.  The 

Remembrance Day ceremony there in November was once again well attended, as 

was the Carol Service in December.  New Christmas lights were purchased in 

December for display on the village green. 

 

Allotments 

 

 The allotments continue to be very popular and are currently 100% let. 

 However, the waiting list now has very few names on it and anyone interested in an 

allotment should contact the clerk. 

 

Parish Finances 

 

 Having decided to reduce the precept to £18,000 for each of the last 4 years in view 

of the difficult economic conditions still prevailing, the council has again agreed to 

maintain the 2014/15 precept at the same level, and will fall back on reserves where 

necessary.  

 Financial assistance was provided during the year to St Mary`s Church towards the 

upkeep of the graveyard and to St Luke`s Church towards redecoration. 

 The council operated with a surplus of £56 during the year, despite a reduction of 

£1,502 in the Council Tax Support Grant. 

 

 Conclusion 

 

 The life of a Parish Councillor continues to be a busy one, but every effort is made to 

act in the best interests of the village residents.  The Chairman thanked Borough 

Councillors Margaret Simon and Brian Silvester for their support during the year.  He 

also wished to personally thank both the parish councillors and the clerk for their 

work during what has been a difficult year with several contentious planning 

applications to deal with. 

 

2 WILLASTON COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES GROUP 

Councillor Cutts of the Communities Opportunities Group (COG) gave a presentation on the 

work and achievements of the group over the last 12 months and explained its role in 

implementing the Parish Plan.  The Parish Plan was originally published in 2009 giving a 

snap shot of the village at that time, and included actions to be taken in order to improve 

village life, of which 70% have now been implemented.  These include such things as the 

introduction of the village website and newsletter, the production of three village walk 

leaflets, the re-introduction of the Rose Queen, and the instigation of the Green Gap Action 

Team.  Last year the main action was the project to turn the old telephone kiosk into a book 

box, which has been well received, and plans for the coming year include the introduction of 

planters by the book box and enhancement of the village website. 
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Councillor Cutts thanked the current and past members of the Group for all their efforts.  

Some previous members have now moved out of the village to pastures new and currently 

the Group is made up of just five members.  New volunteers are now required to boost the 

numbers.  The next meeting of the Group will be held at the Nag`s Head public house on 

Wistaston Road tomorrow evening (30
th

 April) at 7.30pm, when any new members would be 

made most welcome. 

 

      3 GUEST SPEAKER    

      Paul Hancock, Chief Fire Officer, gave a presentation on the work of the Cheshire Fire and  

      Rescue Service and its plans for the future, and took questions from the audience. 

      The Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service currently operates on an annual budget of £44.6M,  

      having implemented spending cuts of £6.7M over the last few years without any significant  

      change to the service provided.  Further cost savings of £7.6M are required to be made by  

      2017/18.  The cost savings are achieved largely by replacing full time fire fighters with on  

      call fire fighters spread across local communities.  There are currently 24 fire stations in  

      Cheshire and it is planned to build another 4 stations, including a part time station at Alsager.   

      There will be no change at Nantwich Fire Station, but the second engine at Crewe will go on  

      call.  The Fire service is also working with the other emergency services such as the police  

      and ambulance service to share premises and reduce property costs. 

      The service has a target ten minute response time to life risk incidents, which is achieved on  

      80% of occasions.  Unfortunately, just under 50% of calls are false alarms and there is a need  

      to try to reduce these. 

      The service also places great emphasis on prevention and spends a lot of time going into  

      homes to fit smoke alarms, as well as going into schools and colleges to talk to children and  

      young people about fire risks. 

      There is scheduled to be a series of strike action by firemen over the forthcoming Bank  

      Holiday weekend and the public were urged to take extra care over that period to reduce  

      calls,  although assurances were given that 999 calls will be responded to. 

      A question was raised regarding the use of Redsands by the Fire Service and Mr Hancock  

      advised that the site did not meet the service`s operational requirements. 

      Councillor Simon also advised the meeting that Cheshire Fire And Rescue Service had won  

      an award as the best Fire Service in the country. 

 

4 OPEN FORUM 

A member of the public thanked the Communities Opportunities Group for the introduction 

of the book box in the old telephone kiosk. 

 

 

 
Chairman………………………………………. Date………………………… 


