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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

30
th

 APRIL 2013   

 

Present : Parish Councillors M R Jones (Chairman), S Brazier, A J Cutts,  J M Flackett,       

W E Kirby, D W Lewis, S Potts, C F Todd & K Ward.                                               

      Cheshire East Councillor B Silvester, M Simon, M Jones and 12 members of the public.  

Apologies : Parish Councillors M R Crimes & F R Morton.  

 

1 CHAIRMAN`S REPORT 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, explained the order of the agenda and 

thanked the members of the council for their work during the year.  He then reported on the 

business of the Council during the last 12 months, making particular reference to the 

following issues. 

 

      Make up of the Parish Council 

 

 Councillor Brian Harding sadly passed away in December after almost 10 years loyal 

service (Brian was elected to the council in April 2003). 

 In March of this year Keith Ward was co-opted on to the council to fill the vacancy 

created by Brian`s untimely death.  Keith has served as a parish councillor in Willaston 

before and we are pleased to welcome him back. 

 Also in March, Jane Renkel-Clarke resigned from the council due to work commitments, 

creating another vacancy. 

 

The Council Year 

 

Parish Plan Group 

 

 The Willaston Community Opportunities Group has continued to implement actions from 

the Parish Plan during the year and is currently in the process of reviewing the plan for 

the next few years. 

 More to follow in their own presentation. 

 

Village Summer Fete 

 

 Thanks go to Councillor John Flackett and his team of helpers for organising the joint 

Summer Fete and Queen`s Diamond Jubilee celebration last June.  Despite the very bad 

weather the event was a success and a variety of activities were enjoyed by many local 

people. 

 Amy Smallman was crowned as the Willaston Rose Queen at a separate event held in 

August at the Willaston Social Club and has attended various events, raising money for 

her chosen charity. 

 This year`s Summer Fete will be held on Saturday 13
th

 July and any residents who would 

like to be involved in organising the event would be most welcome. 
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Traffic Management 

 

 Speeding remains a key concern within certain areas of the village and this continues to 

be monitored by the Speedwatch team. 

 Last month the council purchased its own Speed Indicator Device for deployment around 

the village.  This will be sited in various different locations in an attempt to encourage 

drivers to watch their speed. 

 

Local Police 

 

 PC Sarah Marson has continued to have responsibility for Willaston with help from 

PCSO Nick Jarvis 

 The council continues to work closely with the police and particular success has been 

achieved in reducing anti-social behaviour over the last 12 months. 

 

Planning 

 

 The number of planning applications within the village increased to 28 within the last 12 

months, compared with just 17 in the previous year, but is still not back to the levels seen 

prior to the recession, when there had been as many as 60 in a year. 

 Perhaps the most significant is the application recently submitted for a development of 21 

new houses off Cheerbrook Road.  The parish council has submitted strong objections to 

this development as it falls within the Green Gap and the application was refused by the 

Strategic Planning Board of Cheshire East Council at a meeting last week. 

 In August last year the council, with assistance from the Green Gap Action Group, 

completed its own Supplementary Planning Document for Willaston, which has been 

submitted to the Planning Department at Cheshire East Council. 

 

Britain in Bloom 

 

 Willaston was successful once again in the 2012 North West in Bloom Competition, 

achieving its best ever result of a Silver Gilt Award. 

 Work on some of the larger beds continues to be contracted out, but thanks must also go 

to the hard work put in by a small band of volunteers.  New volunteers are always 

welcome. 

 

Playing Field, Wybunbury Road 

 

 The new children`s play area continues to be well used and regular safety checks of the 

equipment are made, with money spent on maintenance where necessary. 

 The playing field gates were re-painted earlier this year. 

 
 



2378 
 

Mike Heywood Green  

 

 Moorfields Corner remains the show piece of the village with its floral displays.  The 

Remembrance Day ceremony there in November was once again well attended, as was 

the Carol Service in December. 

 The Village green was officially renamed the Mike Heywood Green in memory of the 

much missed former chairman at a ceremony on Sunday 30
th

 September last year, and the 

mosaic sign was unveiled on the green by Mike`s grandchildren.  

 

Allotments 

 

 The allotments continue to be very popular and are currently 100% let. 

 There are 2 people on the waiting list at the present time. 

 

Parish Finances 

 

 Having decided to reduce the precept to £18,000 for each of the last 3 years in view of 

the difficult economic conditions still prevailing, the council has again agreed to maintain 

the 2013/14 precept at the same level, and will fall back on reserves where necessary.  

 Financial assistance was provided during the year to St Mary`s Church towards the 

upkeep of the graveyard 

 The council operated with a deficit of £433 during the year, which was covered from 

reserves. 

 

 Conclusion 

 

 The life of a Parish Councillor continues to be a busy one, but every effort is made to act 

in the best interests of the village residents. 

 

2 WILLASTON COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES GROUP 

Anna Cutts of the Communities Opportunities Group (COG) gave a presentation on the work 

and achievements of the group over the last 12 months and explained its role in 

implementing the Parish Plan, making particular reference to the following :- 

 

 Approximately 70% of the actions in the Parish Plan have now been completed. 

 The COG can apply for funding which is not available to the parish council. 

 There is an active Delivery Team which regularly delivers the parish newsletter and other 

notices around the village. 

 It is intended to re-survey the village to see how opinions and requirements have changed 

in the 4 years since the original Parish Plan survey. 

 There is a project in hand to turn the red telephone booth on Wistaston Road into a book 

exchange this Spring. 
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 At the present time there are only 5 members of the COG steering group and there is a 

need to get more people involved.  Any volunteers would be welcome. 

 In particular there is a need for a volunteer to lead a Young People`s Forum. 

 Grateful thanks were offered to Ann Harding for all her work over the last 4 years as a 

founder member and driving force of the Parish Plan Group.  Ann has been nominated for 

the Community Champion Award in the Cheshire Community Pride Competition. 

 

      3 GUEST SPEAKER    

      Michael Jones, Leader of Cheshire East Council, gave a presentation on the work of  

      the Borough Council and its plans for the future, and took questions from the audience.  He  

      made particular reference to the following :- 

       

 Cheshire East is currently under siege from speculative developers and proposals have 

been put forward for 20,000 new houses in the area. 

 He made it clear that he does not support these speculative developments and is more 

concerned with what residents want, rather than what developers want.  A consultation is 

to take place regarding some of the proposed sites in order to gather the opinions of 

residents. 

 It is intended to introduce a requirement for developers to directly address all objections  

raised by the local parish council in response to any proposed development. 

 He does not want to see any further development within the Green Gap and is seeking to 

create a further area of Green Belt between Willaston and Nantwich to provide greater 

protection. 

 A significant restructuring of the Cheshire East management structure has taken place in 

order to get the right people in the right jobs, as well as to save money.  Cheshire East is 

one of the worst funded councils in the country and needs to work smart. 

 There is a need to prioritise the available funding and significant resources are currently 

being committed to roads, children`s services, and services for the elderly.  

 Last year 46,000 potholes were repaired and a further 21,000 have been repaired so far 

this year.  However, there is still much more to be done due to the previous under 

investment in roads over many years.  Looking ahead, £10M per annum is to be spent on 

road resurfacing and there are also plans to build new roads. 

 All 83,000 known land drains within the Borough have been inspected and cleared over 

the last 12 months, and all gullies emptied. 

 There are plans to put leisure centres and other amenities into the hands of local people.  

This would be in the form of a trust made up of community representatives, providing 

greater local democracy and accountability. 

 Overall, Councillor Jones was keen to stress that he was here to serve the people of 

Cheshire and to listen to their opinions, requirements and aspirations.  He encouraged 

residents to let their views be known and to contact him with any issues which they may 

have. 
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4 OPEN FORUM 

The following specific issues were raised by members of the public :- 

 

 Concern was raised over the state of some of the pavements within the village.  

Councillor Jones advised that, due to the need to prioritise funding, pavements were not 

currently considered to be a priority.  However, the Highways Dept. should address any 

problems which actually present a hazard or risk. 

 A resident asked about the timescale for production of the Local Plan.  Councillor Jones 

advised that it should be in place by the end of the Summer, to go to the Inspector in the 

Autumn and be signed off by the end of the year. 

 It was stated that the Parish Plan provides evidence of the opinions of local residents 

regarding any future development within the village and Councillor Jones was provided 

with a copy of the plan. 

 The future of the Redsands site was raised.  It is currently being used by the police for 

training and is soon to be used by the fire service also.  It is also to be used to provide 

accommodation for adults with learning difficulties.  However, Councillor Jones 

confirmed that areas of the site could be made available to the parish for community use, 

if the parish council is prepared to take responsibility for the maintenance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chairman………………………………………. Date………………………… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 


