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 WILLASTON PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
30th APRIL 2019 

Present : Parish Councillors C Bailey (Chairman), A J Cutts, J M Flackett, N Lane,                
F R Morton, D Reyland, W Salisbury, C F Todd & K Ward.                                           
Apologies : Parish Councillors M R Jones, S Brazier & A Jones. 

1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, explained the order of the agenda and 
thanked members of the council for their work during the year.  He then reported on the 
business of the council during the last 12 months, making particular reference to the 
following issues. 

Make up of the Parish Council 

• Rubina Greenwood resigned from the council during in July 2018 but Debbie Reyland 
and Nigel Lane joined as a new councillors in early 2019.   Several members will not be 
standing for re-election at the forthcoming elections in May and this will leave some 
vacancies. 

The Council Year 

Neighbourhood Plan 

• The Neighbourhood Plan continues to inform local planning decisions and has played its 
part in the refusal of some speculative applications.  The Neighbourhood Plan runs until 
2030 and hopefully will help the council in the future to maintain the Green Gap. 

Village Summer Fete 

• There was no summer fete during 2018 due to a lack of volunteers to assist with the 
organisation and there are currently no plans for a village fete this year. 

Traffic Management 

• Speeding remains a key concern within certain areas of the village and this continues to 
be monitored by the Speedwatch team. 

• The Speed Indicator Device is regularly deployed at various locations around the village. 
• Car parking remains a concern in parts of the parish and the Chairman appealed to 

residents to be respectful of their neighbours and fellow parishioners. 
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Local Police 

• PC Tim Clark took over responsibility for Willaston during the year, assisted by PCSO 
Nigel Hobbs.   

• The council continues to work closely with the police and PCSO Hobbs has held several 
police surgeries within the village. 

Planning 

• The number of planning applications within the village has fallen significantly to 18 
within the last 12 months, compared with 29 in the previous year. 

• Works on the Moorfields development are being closely monitored and representations 
have already been made to the planning department and the developers regarding several 
issues. 

Britain in Bloom 

• Willaston was successful in achieving a Gold Award for the third consecutive year in the 
2018 North West in Bloom Competition. 

• Thanks should go to Craig Bailey and Wayne Salisbury for their work on Willaston in 
Bloom.  New volunteers are now being sought to help out going forward. 

• It would be good to get some of the local churches and other community groups involved 
with Willaston in Bloom as small community efforts can make a great difference to the 
overall scheme. 

• Involvement from the new Richmond Village development and the owners of Willaston 
Hall would also help to raise the profile. 

Playing Field, Wybunbury Road 

• The new children`s play area continues to be well used and there should be some new 
equipment to come in the near future, funded by monies made available from the 
Cheerbrook Road housing development. 

• A new zip wire has already been added during the last year. 

The Maze 

• Plans are currently being drawn up for the refurbishment of the maze area off Victoria 
Mill Drive, to be funded by financial contributions from developers in connection with 
the major housing developments within the village. 
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Mike Heywood Green  

• Moorfields Corner remains the show piece of the village with its floral displays.  The 
Carol Service held on the green in December was well attended once again. 

Allotments 

• The allotments continue to be very popular although there is currently one vacant plot 
available. 

Civic Service 

• The council held its second civic service in May 2018 and this was a well attended and 
well received event. 

• The 2019 Civic Service was held a couple of weeks ago when presentations were make to 
the Chairman and Councillors Ann Jones and John Flackett in recognition of their past 
service.  The Chairman also wished to thank the students of Willaston Academy and the 
Wistaston Singers for their contribution, and the special guest appearance of Scruffy. 

Parish Finances 

• Having decided to reduce the precept to £18,000 for 6 consecutive years in view of the 
difficult economic conditions prevailing, the council has had to raise a slightly increased 
precept of £21,000 for 2018/19, which will still involve falling back on reserves to cover 
forecast expenditure.  

• Financial assistance was provided during the year to St Mary`s Church towards the 
upkeep of the graveyard. 

•  A new flag pole and statue were erected at the war memorial at a total cost of some £880 
to commemorate the 100 year anniversary of the end of World War I. 

• The council operated with a surplus of £751 during the year.  Overall expenditure 
actually reduced by £4,908 largely due to there being no new expenditure on the 
Neighbourhood Plan and reduced expenditure on Willaston in Bloom.  Income also 
reduced by £363 as there were no Neighbourhood Plan grants received during the year.         

Wybunbury United Charities 

• The new council will need to nominate new names to represent Willaston Parish Council 
as trustees of Wybunbury United Charities. 

 Conclusion 

• The Chairman thanked the council members for all their work during the year. 
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2 OPEN FORUM 

      No matters were raised by members of the public. 

Chairman………………………………………. Date………………………… 

       


